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OricinaL SERMON ON JOHN vi. 66—68. 
By the late Rev. JOHN FLET@HER, of Madeley. 


«From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with 
him: then said Jesus unto the twelve, will ye also go away? Then Si- 
mon Peter, answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life.”’ 

In opening these words, I shall endeavour, First, to show 
what offended so much many of our Lorp’s disciples, that they 
walked no more with him. Secondly, I shall prove from St. 
Peter’s words, by the grace of the Lorp, that, as out of Curist 
there is nothing but eternal death for sinners, so in Curist there 
is eternal life for the chief of sinners that come to him. I shall 
then take occasion to make some practical reflections upon 
those two heads, by way of applicationm—And may the Lorp 
Jesus so shine upon our understandings by the striking light of 
his truth, and $0 prepare our hearts by the softening power of 
his grace, that we may all join Peter in his glorious confession 
of faith: “'To whom shall we go, O Lord? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life; and we believe, and are sure,. that thou 
art the Curist, the Son of the living Gop, who openest the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers.” 

I. I shall endeavour to show what offended so much many of 
our Lorp’s disciples, that they went back, and walked no more 
with him. 

The sermons which our blessed Lorp preached were plain, : 
though deep; sharp as a razor, though smooth as oil; and the 
effect was the conversion or the confounding of his hearers.— 
True doctrine will always cause a division between the chaff 
and the wheat of a congregation ; it sifts the worldlings, puts 


the formalists at a stand, and makes the Pharisees and Saddu- 
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cees, the secret and open infidels in all ages, to exclaim against 
the severity and depth of gospel truths: So that some, unable 
to bear it, run away from the di-agreeable sound, as many of 
our Lorp’s disciples did; or, if they come ggain, it is to seek 
an occasion against the preacher, and, if possible, to catch him 
in his words, as the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Lawyers tried 
to do by our Loxp himself. 

Now, if the Erernat Wispom, the lowly, meek Lams or 
Gop, who knew how to suit his discourses to the capacity and 
wants of his followers, could not declare the counsel of Gop 
Without exasperating many of his hearers, how can it be expect. 
ed that we, who have hardly one ray of the wisdom of the Sun 
of Righteousness, should preach the same gospel without any 
of the same inconveniences. Do not then conclude, my Breth- 
ren, that Ministers are false teachers, because many rise up 
against them, and walk no more with them ; and that a doctrine 
is contrary to truth, because it is hard to flesh and blood, and 
is exploded by the generality of the hearers. In so doing, you 
would condemn Jesus Curist himself, to say nothing of his 
Apostles, whose plain ministry met every where with the great- 
est opposition. And as for you, my Brethren, whose heart 
speaks still the language of the prejudiced hearers of the Gos- 
pel in the days of our Lorp; you who ofien say or think,— 
‘‘ this is a hard saying, who can bear it ???—consider that, as 
the heart of man is the same in all ages, so is also the Gospel ; 
the same cause will produce the same effect in England, as well 
as in Judea: search, therefore, your hearts; search the Scrip- 
tures; and you wili find that the opposition.which plain Gospel- 
truths meet in you is not owing so much to the uncouthness or 
harshness of the Preacher, as you think, as toa secret aversion 
which you have to the cross and the Gospel of Cuaist. 

St. Jonny, in the chapter out of which the text is taken, gives 
us a particular account of the sermon which caused the disciples 
of our Lorp to murmur and depart from him. It is a close and 
deep one indeed, and contains many things which are foolishness 
to the natural’ man, though they are the wisdom of Gop to eve- 
ry awakened sinner. First: In the 27th verse, ‘* Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth, (says our Saviour) but for that 
which endureth to everlasting life.’? This was more than the 
worldlings and the covetous could well bear. There are in 
every congregation people who bury themselves all the week in 
worldly cares ; they think of nothing else but of adding field to 
field, or of enlarging their business; they have no time to say 
their prayers; or if they say them, it is always in a hurry; as 
for death and judgment, hell and heaven, eternity, and such 
solemn points of meditation, they do not trouble themselves 
about them, more than about the most impertinent story in the 
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newspaper, perhaps not so much. Now, how could people of 
this stamp bear the doctrine of our heavenly Master, “* Labour 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for that which endureth 
to eternal life.”? No doubt they murmured secretly, or went 
away saying, ‘Did you hear this Galilean, this Son of Joseph ? 
He tells us that we must not work, Can there be a more abom- 
inable doctrine ?”? And thus grossly mistaking our Lorn, who 
only endeavoured, by those words, to damp their desires after 
earthly things, that they might begin to provide heavenly food 
for their perishing souls, they ran away with part of a distorted 
sentence, made him an Sileader for a word, and represented him 
as a man whose doctrine interfered with the duties of people’s 
calling, and tended to subvert the commonwealth. 

In the next verse, the Jews asked, ‘* What shall we do that 
we might work the works of Gop?”? And they expected, no 
doubt, that our Lorp would have said, ** You must go regular- 
ly to the synagogue; you must take care to have your children 
circumcised the eighth day; you must religiously observe alk 
the festivals and the Sabbaths ;—you must pay tythe, and give 
alms, out of all you have ;??—for, thought they, if we do all this, 
who shall do the works of Gop better than we? But our Sa- 
viour, who knew there were hundreds of hypocrites and for- 
mal Jews among his hearers, who did all this, and were nev- 
ertheless as far from the kingdom of heaven as the vilest publi- 
can present, answered, to: their great surprise, ** This is the 
work of Gop, that ye belteve on him whom he hath sent.??-- 
This is the work of Gop that we believe ! Why, this is a new 
doctrine, (thought some of them ;) how can faith be the wotk of 
Gop? That man with his doctrine of faith will set aside good 
works, and then what will become of ‘ the Law and the Proph- 
ets.”— This doctrine of salvation by faith never was, and never 
will be, understood by the world: Because all the children of 
the world are self-confident, proud, boasters, as St. Paul says, 
(Rom. i.) thinking that they can do good works before their 
heart is washed and changed by faith in Jesus Curist, and 
little suspecting that what they call their good works are only 
their least iniquities. ‘* Without me,” says our Saviour, “ you 
can do nothing :”? “ If I give all my goods to feed the poor, and 
have not love,’ true faith, working by love, says St. Paul, “7 
am nothing.” And now, what good works can the best mor- 
alist do, what good fruit can the most flourishing bramble pro- 
duce, till grafted in Cuaist, the true Vine? Must not faith make 
us one with Jesus Curist, the Tree of Life, before we can 
bring fort fruit unto Gop ; and is not this the work of Gon, 
that we believe on him whom he has sent,—-that we come to 
Curist by faith, to have our hearts changed, and made fruntfui 
in all good words and works? But this our Lorp’s hearers did 
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not like. Some, no doubt, blamed him for discouraging people 
from doing, as they thought, good works ; and others could not 
bear to hear him declare, that they had not the true faith, and 
that therefore their best works were only the fruit of their vir. 
tuous and hypocritical pride. 

In the 51st verse, our Saviour goes deeper yet, and tells 
the Jews, “J am the Bread of Life; if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever.” They could not conceive what 
he reant by the bread of life, if he did not mean the manna 
which their fathers had eaten in the wilderness. So in our days, 
thousands cannot conceive what our Church means by bidding 
us feed upon Curist in our heart by faith; they believe that it 
means just kneeling at the communion-table, holding out their 
hand to receive the bread, and eating it with the mouth of 
the body; and they are ready to quarrel with ministers if 
they insist upon an inward, spiritual, sensible feeding, in 
the heart, on the heavenly virtue of Carist’s hidden flesh, 
and of Curist’s blood, whereby the soul is refreshed and 
strengthened, as the body by bread and wine. Nor could 
the Jews make any thing of that repeated invitation to come 
to our blessed Lorp, in verse 37, and 65, ‘‘He that com- 
eth unto me shall never hunger; he shall live for ever. No 
man can come unto me, except the Farner draw him,” &c. 
Strange doctrine! Some murmured at it, no doubt, and were 
ready to interrupt the heavenly Teacher by such words, as 
these : “ Why, what do you mean by coming to you? are not 
we come to you, and some of us from far? do not we now 
throng round you? We follow you by land and by water, and 
yet you say, no man can come unto you except the FaTHER 
draw him: What unintelligible stuff!’? Just so it is in our days. 
If ministers enforce the duty of coming to Jesus for salvation, 
of coming spiritually by an inward and constant motion of the 
heart towards Cuaist, they are accounted enthusiasts, or, at 
least, are supposed to affect new and strange methods of om, 
their flocks out of the beaten track. Andif they go farther, an 
declare that all going to church and going to the Lorp’s table, 
without this spiritual coming of the soul to Curist, is nothing 
but an empty form, a round of pharisaical, hypocritical duties, 
which, like broken reeds, will pierce the souls of those that lean 
on them ; the complaints run higher, and their hearers openly 
murmur against them, as the Jews did against our Saviour for 
the same reason. 

But the indignation of our Lorn’s disciples rose higher still, 
when he added, in verse 53, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, 
Except ye eat the fi¢sh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you.”»—Except you get a divine life, a life 
begun and preserved by feeding in an unspeakable manner 
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upon my body which shall be broken for you, and by drinking 
spiritually my blood which shall be shed for you, you will re- 
main dead to Gop, as you are, dead in trespasses and sins, and 
ready for the second death, for you have no life in you.—At 
this saying, many could no longer contain themselves, and went 
away, complaining of the harshness of the Lams or Gop, and 
the severity of his heavenly doctrine. How many do the same 
in our days, when we tell them, as our Lorp did his followers, 
that they are dead, if out of Curist; that they have no life in 
them till they get a heavenly power to feed upon Curisr in their 
hearts by faith; that though we enjoy an animal life, as the 
beasts of the field, and a rational life, as the prince of the 
air and his angels, yet, till we are joined to Curist in one 
spirit, we are dead to Gop, and condemned already to the 
second death. But it is a comfort to us under the opposition 
which we may meet with in enforcing this fundamental doc- 
trine, to see that herein we only sip the cup which our 
blessed Lorp and Master drank before us; for the Evan- 
gelist observes in the 60th verse, that many of our Lorp’s dis- 
ciples, when they heard that we are spiritually dead, that there 
is no life in us, till we live upon him by faith, said, “ This is a 
hard saying, who can bear it??? Here some expect, perhaps, 
that our Saviour, seeing many of his bearers offended, and rea- 
dy to leave him, began to palliate the matter, to preach to them 
in a smoother strain, and to indulge a little their carnal and 
worldly notions. Just the reverse: he stands to his doctrine, 
and enforces it more than ever, though all should forsake him 


and flee. Does this offend you? says he; what if ye shall see 


the Son of Man ascend up where he was before, how much more 
incredible will it then appear to you that he should give you 
his flesh to quicken your dead souls ? And what was the conse- 
quence the text informs us. ‘From that time,”? says the Evan- 
gelist, ‘* many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him.”? And are we above our blessed Lorn? No, dear 
Jesus, we are not above thee: and if, because thou didst speak 
the plain truth, many of thy disciples, even those who, the day 
before, would have made thee a king, went back, and left thee, 


what can we expect of sinners who despise thee, thy ordinances, 


and thy word! But O leave us not to ourselves, lest we betra 
both thee and thy gospel ; help us to stand to thy truth, though 
many of our friends and acquaintance should forsake us for tt ; 
yea, help us to resist even unto blood, if thy Providence call us 
to set to our seal that thy word is the word of truth! 


(To be concluded in the next.) 
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Biography. 


ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF REV. AURORA SEAGER, 
(Continued from page 371.) 


But he judged himself in the sight of God. His virtues 
he forbears to mention. Either he perceived them not, or they 
were in his view, swallowed up in the enormity in which he 
viewed the sinfulness of his nature, and the heinousness of his 
disobedience and rebellion against God. But his relatives bear 
testimony that he was remarkable for his obedience and sub- 
mission to his parents, and to the kindness and affection with 
which he always treated his relatives and friends. It was these, 
and other excellencies in Aurora’s behaviour, which led his 
companions in Phelps to form so high an estimate of his char- 
acter, that one of them, on hearing of his conversion, exclaimed, 
‘$If Aurora was not a Christian before, there are no Christians ?” 
But whatever virtues he possessed, the convictions of his heart 
corresponded with this truth, ‘ without holiness”—* purity of 
heart?»—* unless born of the Spirit’? and ‘* made anew in Christ 
Jesus,” “he could not enter :nto the kingdom of God.” . We would 
offer one more remark which is naturally suggested by reading 
the foregoing account. How unavailing are all attempts to 
live a Christian life, without an experience of pardoning and 
renewing grace! Every inquirer should ‘seek first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness.” “ Pirst make the tree 
good, and the fruit will be good also.”? Luke vi. 43,45. But 
it appears, that Aurcra had but an imperfect view of this im- 
portant truth. It had never been explained and enforced on 
his mind that he must expect and look for a change of heart. 
How important then is an experienced and heart-searching min- 
istry! A ministry which enjoys a lively sense of the important 
truths of the gospel. A formal, inexperienced preacher, never 
will,—he cannot urge a free, a full, and a present salvation! 
We now proceed to the interesting circumstances of his conver- 
sion. Inthe midst of his ardent pursuit for literary attainments, 
he states, ‘I became acquainted with a young man, who had 
been as ambitious of literary distinction as myself. The simi- 
Jarity of Ais former case and mine, prepossessed me in his fa- 
vour. The affability and gentleness of his manners, together 
with his literary genius, and acquirements, gave me a high res- 
pect for him, though he belonged to the Methodists. He ad- 


vised me to take such steps as would ensure, “a better and en- 
during substance.” He observed that some of the greatest 
characters in the world had been eminent for piety, adding, 
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that there was nothing therefore, of a degrading nature in Chris- 
tianity ; but every thing in it, was quite the reverse.”” He ex- 
horted me to think seriously on my future state, and for this 
purpose to set apart some time every day, for meditation and 
prayer, assuring me at the same time, that it would be no det- 
riment to my studies, if I wished to pursue them.”’ After in- 
terrogating me very closely concerning my views of futurity, 
and the present state of my soul, and exhorting me accordingly, 
he politely thanked me for the attention I had paid to what he 
had offered, and expressed a most affectionate desire for the 
salvation of my soul. His manner was so engaging, that I was 
constrained (though contrary to the predisposition of my feel- 
ings) to acknowledge with frankness, many things which | had 
never disclosed before ; and our conversation continued several 
hours.”? This conversation, it appears wrought seriously on 
his mind: so much so, that he began to'think of attending the 
confirmation which was about to be held, by the Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the ensuing August. That he 
might not appear in a mock pretension to sanctity, he labour- 
ed for a preparation of mind, before he should openly profess 
before God and man, his intention of leading a new life.— 
Though he did much to prepare for this ceremony, he still found 
that his mind was as indisposed to goodasever. ‘ Though my 
judgment,”’ he observes, ‘ approved of what was right, yet my 
heart was not todoit. All my ideas were cold speculations, float- 
ing in the head, and leaving the heart untouched. J went intu the 
woods at evening to pray, but 1 performed the duty with great 
coldness. The address of the Bishop at the time of the’ con- 
firmation was pathetic, and bore with some weight on my mind, 
and the idea of having dedicated myself to God, still more so.” 

In September, he attended a quarterly meeting, where he was 
much mortified that his brother should go into the Lovefeast. 
‘‘For though I was measurably divested of prejudice, he ob- 
serves, yet I was not of pride.” His brother was then in a low 
state of health, and on further reflection he felt condemned that 
he should have felt in his heart an unwillingness, that his broth- 
er should obtain a preparation for eternity even by the means 
of the Methodists. 

Aurora’s trouble and distress continuing to increase, about 
the last of September, he “laid his books aside, that he might 
the more earnestly seek pardon for the chief of sinners.”? He 
had before given up company, and renounced the practice of 
dancing ; but had done it by various excuses, not having cour- 
age to renounce them openly, but he was now to take a decided 
stand against the world, the flesk, and the devil. ‘* J was clear- 
ly egnvinced, he observes, that the call which I now had, would 
be the Jast that I should ever have, if I continued to spurn at 
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offered mercy. Indeed, the horrors that afflicted my soul, du. 
ring this never-to-be forgotten summer, are not to be described, 
Sometimes I was alarmed by frightful dreams, and would start 
from my slumber in the dead of night. At other times, ¢ by 
sorrow forbidden to sleep’ I spent a restless night without any 
slumber at all.’”? In November he, for the first time, tarried in 
the class-meeting, to hear the experiences of the pious; and af.- 
terwards spent the evening till midnight, in conversation with 
the above-mentioned young man. * The many good instruc. 
tions, he says, which this young preacher afforded, in advising 
me how to flee the wrath to come, IJ shall never forget. From 
this time [ began to love the company and converse of Chris- 
tians ; choosing theirs rather than the company of my gay as.- 
sociates. Another circumstance he mentions which had a sal- 
utary influence to increase his earnestness for religion. In De- 
cember he made a visit to the house of Esq. C. and spent some 
time in conversation on the subject of religion. Aurora happen- 
ed to drop a word or two on his own state, the hardness of ‘his 
heart, &c. on which Mr. C. adapting his discourse suitably to 
his case, he was unable any ‘longer to conceal his secret emo- 
tions of grief, and was forced to give vent to his feelings by 
weeping. After proceeding awhile in his discourse, to which 
Aurora was unable to make any reply, Mr. C. knelt down, and 
most feelingly addressed the throne of grace in his behalf. Soon 
after he attended meeting, where the sacrament was adminis- 
tered. His heart was hard, till the minister began to address 
the nourners in zion, and proceeding to exhort them to look 
upon him whom their sins had pierced, Aurora’s heart again 
ylelded, and he gave vent to his mourning in a multitude of 
tears. Here, for the first time, he commemorated the sufferings 
of Christ, by receiving the Holy Sacrament. Qn returning to 
his seat, he thought of Judas, whom, after receiving the sop, 
Satan entered, and he trembled with fear lest his case should be 
similar. Many gloomy and solitary hours he spent alone, hav- 
ing given up the company of the world, and considering himself 
unfit for the society of the righteous. But he soon had company, 
for it was not long before sighs were heard in every part of the 
congregation, and among them some of the most notorious pet- 
secutors wept aloud for the disquietude of their minds, and 
great and general turning to the Lord succeeded. 

Till the 20th of January his mind continued in exercises of 
alternate hope and fear, and at one Ume he was so assaulted 
with temptation, as to be driven almost to despair. But now 
his redemption drew nigh, for the next day was the day of his 
salvation ; when, as he expresses it, his ‘soul was emancipat- 
ed from thraldom, and introduced as it were, into the porch of 
Heaven.” His last struggle we will give in his own words 
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“On the 21st of January I went into the House of God, where 
the assembly was numerous and serious. Forlorn and distress- 
ed I raised my desire to Heaven for deliverance from guilt and 
sin; still | seemed to sink deeper and deeper in trouble, but 
I continued to cry to God in silent and constant prayer during 
the service, which lasted about four hours. After this, the 
mourners, who were numerous, kneeled down in a circle, and 
petitions were offered in their behalf till the going down of the 
sun. Nor was prayer made in vain, for five, one after another, 
arose and declared what God had done for their souls. While 
Jesus was thus passing along, | begged by the way side, like Bar- 
timeus, that he would have mercy on me also; but as yet all was 
dark, and when I arose trom my knees. | was hardly able to stand, 
my strength was so exhausted by the struggle. {n the evening 
we again assembled for prayer, but after the meeting was over, 
1 found myself still wretched; and coming home under this bur- 
den, I sat down to bewail my misery; ‘but in the midst of this 
darkness the day spring from on high seemed to visit me, and 
to whisper peace to my sin-sick soul. Ina few minutes there 
was a change from deep anguish, to a calm peace within; 
though not so rapturous at that time, as others have experienced 
at justification. .The first that I recollect of a change in my 
faahiags: I was singing a hymn. It was a new song put into 
my mouth, even praise to the Most High. And it was iy de- 
light to praise and to pray. In this happy frame of mind I re- 
mained till the next evening, when for a few hours, I was left 
in darkness; then again the light appeared to my mind with 
greater lustre than before. ‘Thus my joy continued to increase, 
joined with a sweet resignation to God’s holy will, and accom- 
panied by love to the souls of all men. On going to my 
school, 1 felt these emotions to grow stronger, ull my witness 
of adoption became clear, and | was assured that all my sins 
were forgiven me, for his name’s sake. During the forenoon, 
the eyes of my mind were continually raised to God, and I fre- 
quently felt, an internal power to thrill through my soul, waft- 
ing, as it were, my affections and desires towards heaven.— 
These seemed to grow stronger and stronger, for a full mani- 
festation of the love of God, and on admitting this to be His 
blessing, my joy and peace became unspeakable. When I 
came to realize the dangers I had escaped, the deliverance I 
had found from a burden so intolerable, the wonderful transition 
from fear and condemnation, to peace with God, together with 
the prospect of future joys, I was almost lost in raptures, so 
that I hardly knew where I was, or what I was doing.” And 
he resolved to declare this loving kindness of the Lord to the 
first whom he should meet. This he did to several of his reli- 
gious friends, who mingled with his, the tears of gratitude and 
Von. IV. 52 
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love, to Him who had so safely, and so happily delivered his 
young servant out of all his troubles. 

In the exercises of love and praise Aurora appears to have 
continued for several days. But when he came to consider on 
the state of some of his relatives, his heart was pained with 
anxiety for their eternal welfare. Jn the midst of this anxiety, 
however, he speaks of * mingled delights,”? which he would not 
exchange for all the world could name. 

This was the commencement of that burning zeal for the 
salvation of his fellow men, which so distinguished the remain- 
der of his life. 

In his journals and letters there is much interesting matter on 
the subject of his daily Christian experience; but further rela- 
tions on this subject we must necessarily pass over, and touch 
only a few circumstances connected with his call to the minis- 
try, and his important duties in that sacred office. 

The reader will recollect, with what insatiable thirst Aurora 
engaged in study, and that one principal aim in this pursuit, 
was, to rise to some degree of fame in the literary world ; but 
when he had found the * more excellent way,’ his view of that 
design of the sciences was changed. Not that he meant to re- 
linquish his studies ; but he would pursue them with other mo- 
tives, and with a view to accomplish a different end. Like the 
great Apostle he now “resolved to know nothing but Jesus Christ 
and him crucified.” ‘My chief study hereafter, he writes, shall 
be the science of living well, and those studies which are the 
most conducive to this, shall be my first employment ; and giv- 
ing myself up to the Divine direction and blessing, I shall 
choose rather to acquaint myself with the scriptures of truth ; 
making use of those valuable books and commentaries, which 
may lead to an understanding of the same.” 

In regard to his more public duty, the first call appears to 
have been that of public prayer; but though several opportu- 
nities offered, he declined the impression; feeling himself too 
weak to bear the cross. By so doing the burden became more 
and more heavy, till he “felt as if he should sink, if he dis- 
obeyed any longer.”? Here his mind was brought into trouble, 
for he was tempied to fear, that he had sinned wilfully, and that 
his sin was beyond pardon; but on further reflection he was 
persuaded that it was rather through the weakness of the flesh, 
than any design of disobedience, and he resolved to discharge 
this duty on the next occasion. Another opportunity having 
offered, he says, “J cried to God for help, for f resolved not to 
shrink again from the duty, though I should die in the effort. 
J further concluded, that ifin my weakness and diffidence, in 
the presence of a numerous congregation, I was enabled to per- 
from it with any degree of propriety, and fluency in words, ! 
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should know that the ability was given me from above ; and I 
refrained from praying that the cross might be lightened, only 
that I might be emboldened and strengthened to bear it. And 
he further remarks on going forward in the attempt, “ My re- 
quest was more than granted; for the burden was wholly re- 
moved, and in the face of my former careless companions, I 
had as easy a flow of words, and was as little embarrassed, as 
though I had been responding in a prescribed form. 

Influenced by the impulse of the same Divine Spirit, and un- 
der the same conscientious sense of duty to God, he afterwards 
proceeded as occasion offered, to speak by way of exhortation ; 
and such was the acceptability and success of his labours, that 
he was soon urged, in many places, to come and hold meeting 
for exhortation and prayer. 

His brethren having marked the Christian deportment of this 
young prophet, and believing that his gifts promised usefulness 
to the church, they granted him license to improve his gifts by 
way of exhortation. This is dated at Phelps, 8th of December, 
1816. Not long after this, he received a letter from Windsor in 
Connecticut, stating that his sister, Mrs. Brown, was far gone 
ina consumption. He therefore left Phelps on a visit to Con- 
necticut, designing to make but a short tarry, and to return soon 
to Phelps again. But on 

‘“¢ Tracing the footsteps of his earlier days, 
Straight on his Maker’s errand he engaged ; 
God blessed the word, the people throng’d around, 
And from his lips they caught th’ inspiring sound ; 
He plants cneounetalle sweet Sharon’s Rose, 
Where dead formality did long repose.” 

The poem from which this extract is made was composed, it 
appears, by a young lady of about seventeen, being one among 
many more who were brought to the happy enjoyment of reli- 
gion by his labours, after’ his arrival in Connecticut. For on 
coming among his former acquaintances, he saw them asleep in 
their sins, and fast bound in chains of Calvinistic decrees, and 
feeling in the fulness of his heart, the dear bought purchase of 
his Saviour’s blood, and remembering the danger he had lately 
escaped from, the Calvinistic opiate of his native land; the 
spirit of the Prophets came upon our beardless Israelite. He 
attacks the grim Goliah, and despoils him of his prey. From 
Windsor, April 7, 1817, he writes, ‘“*I can hardly find a mo- 
ment’s respite from labour, until want of strength lays me under 
restraint. Jam unable to comply with all the solicitations I meet 
with. Last week I attended eight meetings, and notwithstand- 
ing the extreme badness of the roads, the congregations were 
large, serious and attentive. { expected much opposition from 
the abettors of C****m, but many oppress me with kindness.”? 
4. considerable revival took place, in that part, and numbers, 
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especially of the youth, were brought to the knowledge of the 
truth. The society in Wintonbury was ever after much in his 


remembrance ind affection. 
(To be Continued.) 


35 


Scripture Llbustrated. 


L'ruly this was the Son of God.—Martrt. xxvu. 54. 


“Go to Natural Religion, lay before her Mahomet and his 
disciples arrayed in armour and in blood, riding in triumph over 
the spoils of thousands and tens of thousands, who fall by his 
victorious sword; shew her the cities which he set tn flames, the 
countries which he ravaged avd destroyed, and the miserable 
distress of all the inhabitants of the earth. When she bas view- 
ed him in this scene, carry her into his retirements; shew her 
the prophet’s chamber, his concubines and wives; let her see 
his adulteries, and hear him allege revelation and his Divine 
commission to justify his lust and his oppression. When she is 
tired with this prospect, then shew her the blessed Jesus, humble 
and meek, doing geod to all the sons of men, patiently instruct- 
ing both the ignorant and the perverse. Let her see him in his 
most retired privacies; let her follow him in the mount, and 
hear his devotions and supplications to God. Carry her to his 
table to view his poor fare, and hear his heavenly discourses. 
Let her see him injured, but not provoked; let her attend him 
to the tribunal, and consider the patience with which he endured 
the scoffs and reproaches of his enemies. Lead her to his cross, 
and let her view him in the agonies of death, and hear his last 

rayer for his enemies ; ‘* Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” When Natural Religion has viewed both, 
ask, Which is the prophet of God? But her answer we have 
already had; when she saw the closing part of this scene, 
through the eyes of the centurion, who attended at the cross, by 
him she spoke and said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
Bisuor SHERLOCK. 
oon 
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‘* Tue only attempt which deserves notice, to account for this 


extraordinary longevity, on philosophic principles, is the follow- 
ing :—It has been proved that the atmosphere in which we live 


' consists of only one-fourth part of pure, or oxygen air; all the 


rest is deemed noxious, and called azotic, i. e. unfit for the pur- 
poses of life. Now it is known that only the pure part of the 
air is attracted by the blood, as it passes through the lungs, and 
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contributes to the support of animal life; but it may be reason- 
ably supposed, that when the creation of the world was fresh and 
recent, the atmosphere contained a much greater portion of the 

ure and vital air, and that exemption from diseases, and lon- 
gevity, would be the natural consequences. After the flood, the 
mephitic exhalations arising from the stagnant waters, from 
putrid animals and vegetables, would, of course, corrupt the at- 
mosphere, diseases of various kinds would be generated, and a 
speedier dissolution would inevitably follow. It must be re- 
marked also, that when once the great mass of atmospheric air 
was contaminated, it would be perpetuated by the constant act 
of respiration, in every creature that is furnished with lungs. 

‘If it be objected to this, that Noab lived nine hundred and 
fifty years, and that some of the descendants of Shem lived till 
they were upwards of five hundred years old, it should be re- 
membered that the stamina of both were formed before the flood ; 
and that it was most likely, that the decrement of human life 
would be gradual, not sudden, which we find to be agreeable to 
fact; but in the course of about five hundred years, it was re- 
duced nearly to the period that it ts at present, for Moses says 
of Abraham, that he died in a good old age; an old man and 
full of years, when he was but an hundred and seventy-five years 
old.” [See Hewlett’s Commentary. 


—— i oe 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. DOLSON. 
(Concluded from page 378.) 


Soon after her conversion she wrote to her priest the rea- 
sons for her change, and réquested a fermal dismission from 
the church. This I believe she never obtained; but it pro- 
duced considerable excitement among some of her Roman Cath- 
olic friends, especially after she became a member of our 
church. The part she had taken in “ changing her religion,” 
as they termed it, roused their displeasure and very consid- 
erably influenced their conduct towards her. This new and 
unexpected scene was the cause of much grief and trial to her 
mind. Being a person of amiable disposition and agreeable 
manners, she had been always greatly esteemed and caressed 
by her friends; but now their countenances and words were 
changed, and the treatment she received, was the occasion of 
many tears. The opposition which was shewn her, however, 
was not altogether from her Romish friends. Whether in Papist 
or in Protestant the carnal mind is enmity, as other endeavours 
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were made not only to destroy her influence in religion gene- 
rally, but they even. endeavoured to lessen her in the estimation 
of her affectionate husband. Happy indeed for the peace of the 
family, this artful device proved unsuccessful. He perceived 
the grounds of their wicked devices, and he repelled with suit. 
able indignation their malicious insinuations. These painful 
circumstances, instead of discouraging, seemed to strengthen 
her resolution. She saw with deep concern the influence which 
bigotry has over the benighted mind, and she fled with horror 
from the spirit of violence to the religion of Jesus, whose 
kingdom is righteousness and peace. The more opposition 
raged against her, the more she was invigorated to pursue the 
blessed cause she had espoused ; and she has often since remark- 
ed to me, that some of the sweetest moments in her religious 
experience were in the midst of this opposition and abuse. Be. 
ing persecuted for righteousness’ sake, she could flee for sup- 
port to the promises. “If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God rest- 
eth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your 
part he is glorified.” 1 Peter iv. 14. The society to which 
Mrs. Dolson had united herself, as yet, was but small, and by 
some few who appeared to desire its downfall, it became an ob- 
ject of ridicule, and even of prophecy. It was confidently pre- 
dicted that the Methodists here would, like a morning cloud, 
soon pass away. But acting from principle, she was not dis- 
couraged by such predictions ; she took no anxious thought for 
the morrow, trusting that he who had begun this good work 
would not suffer his people to be confounded, but would car- 
ry it on to the day of Jesus Christ. The more positively it 
was asserted that the society would fall, the more ardently did 
they beseech God for its prosperity and extension. And she 
lived to witness the gospel spreading its delightful influence on 
the Thames and neighbouring settlements. ‘The spirit of pray- 
er and of supplication, and of awakening, was poured out on the 
people ; many were added to the society, and walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and the comforts of the Holy Ghost, were mul- 
tiplied. I cannot but remark, how much I have been delighted 
in the Christian society of this people. Certainly it was a most 
animating scene to witness the Christian love which reigned 
among these humble and happy followers of Jesus! 

In April, 1818, a pulmonary consumption, of which she died, 
began to produce its symptoms. It was soon found to be too 
deeply seated to be removed. But though feeble she still at- 
tended the sick, and the place of worship. This she continued to 
do till July, when she was confined to her house. Having derived 
much spiritual comfort from the public ministry of the word, and 
being greatly united in affection to the society, it was not with- 
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out a struggle in her mind, that she could deny herself the priv- 
ilege of meeting with her brethren for the worship of God-— 
The last time she met with them, she seemed confident she 
should enjoy their society nc more in that place, and the part- 
ing was with much weeping. Their union having been formed 
in Christ—the sacrifices which she had made for the sake of 
Christian society, together with the crosses they had borne to- 
gether for the sake of Christ, had very much endeared them to 
each other, so that the parting was both painful and afflicting. 
During her confinement she was placed in circumstances calcu- 
lated further to prove the solidity of her Christian experience. 
It was the Divine pleasure that she should enter the kingdom 
through much tribulation. She suffered considerably, from the 
nature of her complaint; and, at times, in mind, by powerful 
temptations. But as often as she was assaulted, she called on 
God in prayer, when he was pleased powerfully to deliver her 
mind, by which blessed manifestations of love her faith was 
strengthened, and her consolations increased in sweet and hea- 
venly foretastes of everlasting joys to come. 

In these hours of conflict, her knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures was of unspeakable satisfaction to her mind. In this sa- 
cred volume she found inexhaustible sources of truth suited to 
her every circumstance of warfare and conquest—of affliction 
and comfort—of life, death and immortality. Atone time while 
in much pain she was disappointed that some Christian friends 
did not visit her as she was expecting, and being very weak, she 
was tempted to think that they neglected or had forgotten her, 
on which account she became uneasy and wept considesably. 
At length these words were applied with great sweetness to her, 
“ Cast all your care on him, for he careth for you.”? She called 
for the Bible, and when the words were found, and read, she 
was greatly comforted. Her mind was much employed in med- 
itating on the truths of the gospel, and she would sometimes 
sweetly expatiate on the peculiar care which God in his Prov- 
idence had shewn towards her from her infancy. Various in- 
stances she mentioned as that of his protection in dangers—that 
of her happy marriage and other providences which led to, and 
were made the means of her conversion: sometimes while in 
much pain, she would exclaim, ‘‘ What should 1 now do if it 
were not for the blessed promises of the gospel.” 

While sister Dolson was in health, she was attentive to the 
ordinances of the gospel ; she could not understand how profes- 
sors could expect to advance in the knowledge of Christ with- 
out attending to his plain commands. So when she became too 
feeble to attend the usual meetings, by request of her husband, 
meetings were held in her room. The writer frequently attend- 
ed, and at times administered to her the Lord’s Supper. On 
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these occasions she was much affected at the remembrance of 
her Saviour’s sufferings, and gratitude and love seemed fre- 
quently and fervently to flow from both heart and tongue. 

After suffering in her compiaint for near sixteen months, the 
symptoms of approaching death began to appear, and failing 
fast, her pious friends began to be apprehensive that she might 
not have strength in her last moments to bear a testimony to the 
power of religion. ‘They therefore united in prayer to the God 
of all grace, beseeching that for the honour of his cause, he 
would grant to his dying handmaid, the use of her reason and 
strength to declare his loving kindness in death. Accordiugly 
a little before she expired, she revived as from the shades of 
death, and spoke in such an impressive and melting manner as 
greatly affected all who were present. After a weighty charge 
to her friends, then to her family, she added, “J have not 
served God for nought. He is faithful to his promises; and 
now I do not repent any sacrifice I have made for him and bis 
service.’ Having thus finished her last advice to her friends, 
she desired for the last time to commemorate, in the Holy Com. 
munion, the sufferings of her Saviour. [attended on the occa- 
sion, but she was so much exhausted by her late exhortations, 
that some time passed before she recovered strength to receive 
the sacramental bread. After performing this service, her hus- 
band came near, and she very gratefully acknowledged the kind 
attention which he had always shewn her; as their union had 
been marked by extraordinary attachment, so the last parting 
was extremely affecting, being rendered more so by these ex- 
pressions of grateful endearment in a dying partner. She en- 
joyed her reason for the few remaining minutes of her life, and 
she spent them in mingled expressions of prayer and praise, 
frequently repeating these words, ‘ Blessed Jesus! blessed 
Jesus !?? Her last words were ‘*Come, Lord Jesus, come!” 
and ceased to breathe the 26th of August, 1819. 

Thus lived, and thus died our beloved sister Elizabeth Dol- 
son, an ornament to the Christian character. Her death isa 
loss to the church, especially in her neighbourhood. But 

‘¢ Hosanna to Jesus on high, 
Another has enter’d his rest ; 
Another has ’scap’d to the sky, 
And lodg’d in Immanuel’s breast. 
The soul of our sister is gone, 
To heighten the triumphs above ; 


Exalted to Jesus’ throne, 
And clasp’d in the arms of his love.”’ 


Many were her excellencies, but those which are an exam- 


ple to her sex, should not be forgotten. 
Her conversation, though familiar, was conducted with re- 


serve. She considered it a crime to remain in company where 
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slander was served up for the entertainment of the guest, and 
though pleasant, her words shewed that her sentiments were 
formed before they were expressed. In the economy of her 
house she was also a valuable pattern. As contentment and 
peace where her companions in her domestic circle, so she sel- 
dom left it without a call from duty. Employing her time in 
the care of her family, instances of industry and economy were 
seen in every department of her house. ‘Thus happily avoid- 
ing that confusion, for ‘‘ want of time” of which the indolent 
and the frequent visitor is heard tocomplain. By diligence in 
business also she redeemed the more time for purposes of reli- 
gion, as that of visiting and ministering to the sick of her neigh- 
bourhood, as well as attending the common and special means 
In a word it might be said of her, ‘She layeth her 


of grace. 


hands to the spindle, and her 
stretcheth out her hand to the poor, yea, she reacheth forth her 


hands to the needy. 


hands hold the distaff. She 


She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and 


in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the 
ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 
Give her of the fruits of her hands; and let her own works praise 
her in the gates.”? Prov. xxxi. 


new sense. 


Vor. IV. 


Ninion Houmes. 


eee 


Miscellaneous. 


TD 


ON THE RIGHT USE OF WORDS. : 


(Continued from page 381.) 


Worps are the signs of ideas. To prevent: useless dis- 
putes, and the propagation of error, these signs should be an 
exact copy of the ideas for which they stand as representatives. 
A correct definition, therefore, of all emphatical terms, and a 
rigid adherence, in speaking and writing, to the sense affixed to 
them, is of prime importance. 
kind for novelty, that innovations upon language, can hardly be 
resisted. Some terms are continually becoming obsolete, and 
others are introduced in their place, while others are used in a 
On this account, a standard fora living language, 
on which daily inroads are made, by the fastidious critic, and 
the ignorant scribler, is nearly as impossible as finding the phi- 
losopher’s stone. 

The most effectual way to avoid those perplexities which 
originate from the loose and indefinite sense in which impor- 
tant words are used, is to adhere, as strictly as possible, to their 
radical meaning, and to those definitions which are sanctioned 
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But such is the thirst of man- 
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by approved speakers and writers, carefully distinguishing be- 
tween the literal and figurative, the primary and accommodated 
sense in which words are used. This is especially necessary 
in respect to those terms in divinity, which represent doctrines 
about which theologians are not agreed. 

Having, in a preceding number, attempted a definition of the 
word perfect, let us now see if, according to that definition, it 
will not justly apply to man. In order to this, we should in- 
quire in the first place, for what end man was made. If we ex- 
amine into the structure of his body, and the powers of his 
mind, we shall perceive that he was originally designed to hold 
a middle rank in creation, to be elevated above the brutes, but 
not to ascend to an equality with God or Angels. Holding this 
station, there must have been certain ends te be answered by 
his Creator when he brought him into existence. As a rational 
being, dependent on Him that made him, he must have owed 
certain duties to his Creator. As a social being, he must have 
owed certain duties to his fellows. Being superior to the brute 
creation, he must have possessed a sort of dominion over them. 
But as a finite being he must have been limited in his views, in 
his powers, and in his privileges. Asa compound being, pos- 
sessed of corporeal ved intellectual powers, he must have been 
designed for corporeal and intellectual enjoyments; and the 
means of his enjoyments must have been within his reach, 
though, from his subordinate condition, he must have been de- 
pendent on his God for the use of those means. 

Now if we take the scriptural account of man, in his first for- 
mation, the place where he was put, the labour he was to _per- 
form, the privileges that were granted him, and the power with 
which he was invested, we shall find him possessed of all those 
qualities essential to the perfection of his nsture. Let us as- 
sume it as an undisputed position, that man was originally de- 
signed for complete happiness, of both body and mind, and that 
for ever—we shall find him so constituted that he was perfectly 
fitted for that end. Being perfectly pure, every thing around 
him, free from pollution and not subject to corruption, was 
calculated to administer to his happiness; neither his soul or 
body was subject to pain of any kind; he was, therefore, per- 
fectly qualified to answer the end of his existence. His physt- 
cal, moral, and intellectual powers, all moving in harmony with 
each other, and nicely adapted to surrounding objects, could 
not but respond to the voice of the great Creator, and move in 
grateful acknowledgments of his paternai goodness. Hence 
the. praise which dwelt upon his lips must have accorded with 
the pure and grateful emotions of his heart. 

While in this state, therefore, he was perfectly qualified to 
answer all the purposes for which he was made. It only re- 
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mained for him to subject his will to the will of his Maker, to 
perpetuate that complete happiness for which he was destined, 
and which he was qualified to enjoy. It would be the heighth of 
absurdity to say he was not perfect because he was not so fixeds 
either by some inscrutable law of his nature, or by some sur- 
roundiag circumstance, as to be incapable of doing wrong; for 
the same circumstances which would have prevented him from 
doing wrong, would have rendered it impossible for him to have 
done right; by depriving him of that essential property of his 
nature, freedom of choice and action. This, indeed, was his dis- 
tinguishing characteristic, and constituted the highest perfection 
of his nature. A power of yielding a willing obedience to the 
voice of his God, implied a power ot yielding a willing disobe- 
dience—a power to do right implies a power to do wrong. 

(To be Continued.) 


—— 
For the Methodist Magazine. 
FARTHER OBSERVATIONS ON CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTER, 


How many benefits are derived from language! It is the 
organ of communication between heaven and earth, between 
man and man, and, since the art of printing has created a new 
era in the history of the world, between the various nations 
of the terraqueous globe. By means of this gift of God to 
man, with what facility is thought exchanged for thought, and 
by means of mutual interchanges of friendly sentiment, how is 
the heart made to vibrate with all those tender emotions and 
delicate touches which heighten the pleasures of society. As 
if attracted by an invisible charm, the mind, moved by the elo- 
quence of the orator’s tongue, and expanded by the discourses 
of the sage philosopher, stretches its vast powers around the 
world, surveys the beavens and the earth; and, being refined 
by the fire of the Holy Spirit, holds intercourse with God and 
Angels. 

But, like most other works of the Almighty, there is an im- 
penetrable mystery hanging around this invaluable gift of God 
to the human family. Why such a vast variety of languages 
should prevail, so different in their construction as to interrupt, 
and in many instances, entirely prevent individual and national 
interchange of thought, is a question that does not admit of an 
easy solution. What does a mere Englishman know of the lan- 
guage of a Hottentot? Until he had learned the meaning of 
these artificial signs of ideas, a Frenchman would be as great a 
barbarian to an inhabitant of China, 2s he would to a wild 
beast of the forest, and his language would be as unintelligible 
to him, as the chattering of a wild goose. And it would require 
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a longer time than what is allotted to man, to obtain such a 
knowledge of languages as to qualify him to converse with the 
different nations of the earth. ‘These artificial signs, therefore, 
are so veriously expressed, as to preclude a universal inter. 
change of thought among mankind. Those natural signs which 
are the language of the passions, are, by men of discernment 
and attentive observation, comprehended with greater facility, 
They are invariably the same among all nations. Refinement 
has taught men to disguise them, while the infant and untaught 
savage expresses them as the spontaneous offspring of his heart. 

Without inquiring which is the most expressive, the natural 
or artificial language, we remark, that from the present state 
of society, in reference to the vast variety of languages, it is of 
great importance to mankind that there should be men of suf- 
ficient capacity, leisure, and industry, to acquire an accurate 
knowledge of foreign languages ; and especially those in which 
the Holy Scriptures were originally written, and in which the 
useful arts and sciences were anciently taught. Had there not 
been such men, almost all nations would have been unacquainted, 
even to this day, of the revelation of God’s will as contained in 
the Sacred Volume, and of many useful arts known and taught 
by the ancients. Without a knowledge of the Latin and Greek 
tongues, the history of the most polished nations of the ancient 
inhabitants of the world, would have been for ever unknown to 
us. The very fact, that translations of the Sacred Books have 
been made, and that the Latin and Greek classics have been 
rendered into English, evinces the necessity and utility of this 
branch of learning. None, therefore, who duly appreciate the 
benefits of that flood of light, which poured upon the moral 
world from the Sun of science which first rose in the East, will 
depreciate the value of the learned medium through which its 
rays were transmitted, 

But, after allowing all the advantages which have resulted 
from exploring, through the obstructions occasioned by heaps of 
dead languages, those regions of ancient literature, it ought to 
be recollected, that the man of erudition can communicate the 
knowledge he has acquired, to the unlettered multitude, only 
through the medium of their vernacular language. This ob- 
servation, the truth of which none will dispute, shews the ex- 
treme absurdity of perplexing the unlearned part of community 
with the repetition of foreign terms, which none of them under: 
stand. 

Vaniloquus, professes, indeed, to be a plain man, a great 
lover of honest simplicity, and a perfect hater of ostenstation 
and pedantry. ‘T'o prove it, he will entertain you for hours, if 
you can retain patience enough to hear him, on the folly of sub- 
stituting the abstruse science of metaphysics, and using the for- 
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malities of logical argument, in the place of those simple decla- 
rations of truth, which are either the dictates of common sense, 
or are contained in the Holy Scriptures ; and yet, such are his 
unaccountable inconsistencies, that in the midst of his verbose 
discourse, he will surprise you with some learned term when a 
plain English word would have conveyed the same idea with 
equal force, and have saved him the trouble of a translation, or 
his auditors the pain of a mortification. The studied manner 
too, with which he lugs in these high sounding words, very of- 
ten in connection with sentences flat and inaccurate, heightens 
the disgust of his hearers, in the same proportion that it bloats 
his own mind with vanity. This heterogeneous mixture of 
words, reminds me of one of Solomon’s comparisons of an in- 
discreet woman, that she is, ‘ As a jewel of gold in a swine’s 
snout”?—so the sudden and aukward appearance of some rare 
term of art, or quotation from some learned language, in the 
midst of his vulgar style, and common place observations, is 
equally inconsistent and ridiculous. He resembles a poor silly 
boy, who, having unexpectedly got possession of a piece of 
gold, is so elated with his treasure, and thinking all others were 
as destitute as himself, runs through the streets, shewing his 
coin to all that come in his way. His object is to let them 
know that he has gold. So Vaniloquus is determined that eve- 
ry one shall know that he has read his New- Testament in Greek, 
and his Old one in Hebrew. Though none but the unlearned be- 
lieve in his pretensions, he prefers, if we may judge from his 
conduct, being censured by the few who can penetrate his 
motives, for vanity, to being considered by the many who are 
incompetent judges of true merit, as destitute of wisdom and 
learning. His conduct is not less ridiculous than his would be 
who should stab every one that comes in his way, merely because 
he has a sword at hiscommand. In whatever company he may 
be found; on whatever occasion convened, he makes his learning 
a subject of conversation. And what renders his pedantry the 
more disgusting, he has nothing of that dignity of character and 
deportment which frowns down ridicule, and awes the volatile 
mind into respectful submission. His vanity sits so prominent- 
ly upon his countenance, so obtrusive his impertinent loquacity, 
and his frivolity ekes out so naturally, and his vacant stare is 
so evident when he happens to be silent, that, instead of in- 
spiring respect, he excites only a mixture of pity and contempt. 

When solid learning adorns the brow of such a man as Mod- 
eratus, whose penetrating and comprehensive mind enables him 
to shed a lustre around every subject he investigates; and whose 
dignified modesty, gravity, and unaffected humility and simplic- 
ity, inspires a respectful awe in the minds of others ; it appears 
* Like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”” It no longer ap- 
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pears like a tinselled ornament, exhibiting itself for the vain 
purpose of attracting public attention, and dazzling the eyes of 
gaping spectators; but it shews itself only in cases of neces. 
sity, to aid in illustrating some intricate point in some impor. 
tant science; when its modest appearance adds dignity to the 
person who, already clothed with the graces of the Spirit and 
other literary acquirements, derives increased splendour from 
this useful accomplishment. With such a man, this kind of 
learning takes its subordinate place, is made subservient to the 
advancement of virtue and happiness, and never appears either 
for the purpose of mortifying the less knowing, or of feeding 
the pride and vanity of its possessor. It is only wielded in de. 
fence of the injured rights of truth, and for protecting the inno- 
cent against the assaults of the malevolent. The ce of his 
expanded mind, decorated with the rich plumage of various 
sciences, while they spread around his expressive countenance 
a glow of modest diffidence, hide the eye of learning from public 
view. If at any time it beam through the veil, the mantle of hu- 
mility casts such a shade around it, that even envy itself beholds 
it with respectful silence. Before a character thus adorned with 
every useful qualification, the mind pays a sert of involuntary 
homage, acknowledging that superior merit, from which the 
tongue of malevolence itself dare not detract. Ina word, an 
assemblage of the richest graces unite, with his other acquire- 
ments, to render him respectful and respected, agreeable and 
useful, humble and dignified, learned and modest, and, in all 
the actions of his life, consistent. 


Tuates, the Milesian, one of the Seven Wise Men of Greece, 
being asked, What is the oldest thing ? He answered, God, be- 
cause he has ever been, and exists immutably. What is the 
handsomest thing? He said, the world, because it is the work of 
God. What the largest thing? Space, because it comprehends 
every thing besides. What the most lasting? Hope, because 
when all other things fail, that remains. What the best thing? 
Virtue, for without it nothing that is good can be said or done. 
What the quickest? The thoughts of the human mind, because 
in one moment they overrun the universe. What the easiest? 


To give advice. ‘The hardest? To know one’s self. 
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Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 
}—_—-_] 
From the London Methodist Magazine. 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 


WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tue Meeting of the Auxiliary Society for the London District was fol- 
lowed by the Religious Services which were .prvparetees to the more Generak 
Meeting of the Members and Friends of the Westeyan Missionary Society, 
assembled from many different parts of the Kingdom, for the purpose of renew- 
ing their public testimony of attachment toits object, and their annual pledge 
of persevering exertion in its support. 

he three Sermons, usual on this occasion, were this vear preached on 
Thursday and Friday, April 26th and 27th, in the Chapels of City-Road, 
Queen-street, and Lambeth, by the Rev. Messrs. Buck.ey, Ronert Newton, 
and Lirssey, jun. We take this opportunity of remarking, that we are more 
than ever convinced of the great importance of connecting such services wiih 
the Public Meetings of Missionary Societies, whether in Town or Country. 
They greatly tend, by the divine blessing, to produce a serious and hallowed 
tone of feeling; to chasten and sanctify that high and cheerful excitement, 
which Brvc results from the happy intercourse of large numbers of Friends 
with each other at these Anniversaries, and from the speeches addressed to 
therm, when so assembled, on some of the most interesting, and often delightful 
topics, to which tbe attention of human beiags can be directed ;—and to main- 
tain those great principles, by which alone the purity and permanence of 
missionary zeal can be secured, in their proper position of paramount author- 
ity and obligation, as essentially identified with whatever is sacred or amiable 
in our Holy Religion, and founded on the peremptory injunctions of Divine 
Revelation. For Public Meetings, as affording the very best facilities for the 
communication of important intelligence, both as to the incipient success, and 
as to the still-existing necessity, of Missionary labours, we are sincere and de- 
cided advocates. e believe they are greatly blessed by Almighty Gop, not 
only in the excitement, but ia the proper and efficient direction of benevolent zeal 
and activity; and that if they were neglected or discouraged, a large portion of 
our present means of doing good must at once be (in our judgment most fool- 
ishly and peminalis) abandoned. But if Missionary Sermons, without Meet- 
ings, would leave the work in most cases but half-done, we fear, on the other 
hand, that Missionary Meetings, unconnected with Sermons suited to the solemn 
occasion, and with other special and appropriate exercises of social devotion, 
would soon loose, by such an omission, more than half of their present bless- 
ing to ourselves, and of their eventual utility to those for whose illumination and. 
salvation they are principally convened. For the various information on mis- 
sionary topics, and for the free and spirited displays of christian eloquence, 
which characterize a good public Meeting, we are best prepared, when we take 
time and pains to ‘sanctify’ the whole system ‘‘ by the word of Gop and 

rayer.”” Much of this holy influence, we trust, was felt in our late General 

eeting, as the result, under Gop, of the Three Anoual Sermons to which 

we have referred; and of those which were preached in various Chapels on 
the subsequent Sabbath. 

The business of the General Meeting commenced at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon of Monday, April 30, in the City-Road Chapel, which was well filled 
by a highly respectable audience at a very early hour. The applications for 
admission were, indeed, numerous beyond ail former precedent; which we 
notice with gratitude, as one indication among many cheering ones, that 
though the novelty of such meetings is over, the interest felt in them has not 
subsided but increased.—The following is a Report of the Proceedings. 


Tue Rev. JABEZ BUNTING, as President of the Conference for the time 
being, was requested to open the Meeting bY the usual devotional exercises. 
He then reported to the Society the unavoidable absence from town, through 
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ill health, of one of its excellent Treasurers, JosepH BUTTERWoRTH, Esq, 
M. P., who was expected to have officiated as Chairman; but announced at 
the same time that CoLonet Sanpys, well known to many of them as a gal. 
lant officer long resident in India, and a tried friend of our own and of other 
Missionary Societies, was on the platform, and had kindly allowed himself {o 
be prevailed on to preside on this occasion. 


COLONEL SANDYS, having accordingly taken the Chair, spoke, in sub- 
stance, as follows: 

lt is with no small degree of reluctance that I find myself placed here, and 
especially when I look around me and see so many Gentlemen on the plat- 
form, who have in foreign climes devoted themselves to the glory of Gop and 
to the service of his cause. ‘The reason which has prevented Mr. Butter- 
worTH from taking the Chair will be sincerely regretted by all who are ac- 
quainted with him, and who know how to value a Christian Gentlemen, who 
adorns his religious profession in all the private and social relations of life. | 
would impress upon all our minds this general observation, as one which must 
strike us in all our considerations of the subject now before us, that no man 
can behold the signs of the times,—the signs in the heavens above, and those 
wonderful signs which have in a manner deluged the earth with blood,—with- 
out perceiving that a peculiarly bright and glorious rising of the Sun of Righ- 
teousness is about to break forth upon us; and as the day advances in which 
the mysteries of Providence and of Grace are unfolding themselves, | am per. 
suaded that there is not a feeling heart, within these walls or elsewhere, that 
will not unite in good wishes on behalf of this cause.—This subject is so vast 
that one really knows not where to begin. It is not, however, my duty to en- 
ter into any details; but if, from my long residence in India, (nearly half of my 
life,) | can suggest any thing useful, [ shall be happy todo it. Iam glad to see 
some of my brother officers here, who have come for the same purpose, to pull 
down the tafidel delusions of some, to support the faith of others, and to aid in 
erecting the standard of the Cross throughout the world. If we look around 
the globe, and especially if we read the Misstonary Recisrers of the present 
day, we behold anewera. ‘They are the best cotemporary histories of man- 
kind that are now published; and (blessed be Gop!) they show _ us, all over 
the habitable globe, the rise and increase of such a zealous affection towards 
these things, and such a growing desite for christian instruction, as must in- 
duce us to give our humble assistance and our prayers to that great work 
which Gop is now carrying on for his own glory and fer the salvation of souls. 
Here then, upon the broad principle of the divine will, and on the authority 
of the moral law, which commands us to love our neighbour as our ourselves, 
we ask for Missions the assistance of every person present, (for I see Christian 
Brethren of almost all denominations around me) whether united or not to this 
particular Society. ‘‘ What!” said a Pagan toa Christian some years ago, 
when his eyes began to be opened by means of one of those translations of the 
Scriptures which a Learned Gentleman now upon your platform, (the Rev. 
Mr. Warp, of Serampore,) was the means of sending to them, ‘* What!” 
said he, ‘‘ have you had this blessed book so many hundred years, and never 
till now communicated it to us’? The natives of India reason closely, as you 
see from this anecdote, and think deeply, on these subjects.—Nay, some of 
our elder brethren, the house of Israel, in these times, begin to mark and ad- 
mire the Scriptures of their prophets. They who have been “scattered and 
peeled” are learning to look to the standard of the Cross, and to behold him 
who was pierced, and to mourn. My heart fecls warm on this subject while I 
address you; andl am persuaded when I relate to you what I yesterday saw, 
your hearts will rejoice with mine: On that sacred day 1 kneeled at the altar 
with a converted Jew, ordained now as a Missionary of Curist. NeHEMIAH 
Soromon was ordained vesterday in mv presence to the sacred office of a Mis- 
sionary.—I spoke just now of divine commands. Let us hear what the Word 
of Gon says: look at the 96th Psalm and 2d verse, ‘‘ Declare his glory among 
the heathen, his wonders among all people.” Is not this obligatory upon 
Christians in the present day >—Look again at the 9th verse, ‘‘O worship the 
Lorp in the beauty of holiness; fear before him, all the earth; say”’—mark 
the word—‘“ Say among the heathen, that the Lorn reigneth.”? These, and 
many other similar texts, contain positive commands of Gon; and every 
brother officer of mine on this platform will tell you, that, in our military ca- 
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reer, it is indispensably necessary for us to obey the word of command. We 
are met, strictly speaking, not to reason on the expediency of Missionaries go- 
ing abroad, but to know how those Missionaries, whom it is our absolute duty 
to send, are to be supported. From what we shall hear this day, [am _per- 
suaded, we shall all go away with increased ardour for the cause of God and 
his Gospel. The Chairman concluded by reading a letter from the Rsv. H. 
Davis, at Bombay, describing the deplorable state of the heathen, as being 
most literally ‘“* without Gop, and without hope in the world.” 

The Report was then read by the Rev. R. WATSON, one of the Secretarfes 
of the Society. ) 

It stated that nearly One Hundred and Fifty Missionaries, (many of wiom 
are married,) besides a number of Catechists and School Masters, are now 
omplogpd under the direction of the Committee of the Society, on more than 
One Hundred highly important Stations, (if places inhabited by a npmerous 
but deeply degraded and perishing population, willing to come under Chris- 
tian instruction, constitute important Stations for Missionary labours,) and 
that upwards of 27,000 Members have been united in Religious Societies. In 
addition to the advantages derived to the heathen from the pastoral labours of 
Missionaries, extensive and prosperous Schools have been established by them, 
both in the East and West Indies. In the island of Ceylon alone, nearly 5,000 
native children are under daily tuition ; and many thousands of the children 
of the Negroes of the West-India Islands regularly attend the Sunday and 
other Schools which are established in those Colonies. The Society’s Stations 
both in Western and Southern Africa are extending ; and a new Mission has 
lately been sent out to a part of New- Zealand, in which there will be no in- 
terference whatever with the labours of the Church Missionaries. A Mis- 
sionary is also ost gone to the Black Natives of New-South Wales. 

Tue Rev. WALTER GRIFFITH, of Bath, after apologizing for speaking 
so early, observed, that in former times, there was a necessity for taking pains 
to convince our friends, that the state of the heathen was quite as bad as it ac- 
tually is. We all indeed seemed to think, that, though they were not quite 
equal to ourselves in religious privileges, their case was not quite so deplorable 
as it is now found to be ;—that though they might not have the same measure 
of light as that with which Christians are favoured, yet they had a measure of 
piety without our troubling ourselves about them, and would in some way or 
other, (we could not tell how,) get within the threshold of heaven, though they 
might not be quite so exalted as those who have heard the gospel, and trusted 
in Cuaist for salvation. But we have lived long enough to get out of this 
opinion on the subject; for we have found in our own country, notwithstanding 
all the means of religion, and the dissemination of the Scriptures, ‘that the 
number of ungodly is still immense. If this be the case in our country, how 
deplorable must be the situation of those persons who are “sitting in dark- 
ness and in the shadow of death!” This point, said Mr. G., is now settled, 
Sir, by your testimony of the fact, and by the general declaration of the Scrip- 
tures.—There is another topic on which we used to dwell, but of which we 
are now deprived; it is, that the faithful preaching of the Gospel by faith- 
ful men, accompanied by the influences of the Hoty Guosr, is indispensabl 
necessary for the salvation of the world. Some had been accustomed to thin 
that 0g Bas be taught reading, &c. and so, without Missionaries, by read- 
ing the Scriptures (if they could get them) or other works of a religious na- 
ture, might be led to salvation. But we have all been taught by experience, 
that ‘ when the world by wisdom knew not Gon, it pleased Gop by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe ;’ and therefore this point also is now set 
at rest. —Another topic on which we used to enlarge, and which is now taken 
away from us, is, that Christian people of every age and of every description 
are bound to come forward in one way or other to give this gospel to every 
creature under heaven. My younger brethren are bound to offer their per- 
sonal services, to go out, when called for, into all lands, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature; and old men, like myself, uniting with the respectable 
assembly before me, are bound, in every way in our power to aid in the same 
delightful work. Of these solemn obligations we are now all convinced. When 
I saw the people crowding into this place, I thought to myself, “« What can 
any man say to this people to make them give more than they are already 
willing'to give ?”—Neither is it now necessary to dwell largely on another of 
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our old topics, viz. That the gospel, so preached by men of Gon, and accoin- 
panied by influence from heaven, cannot fail of producing effect. There is 
not a spot under the operation of Christian Missions, where the Missionaries 
have laboured long without fruit.—Without enlarging. then, on these topics 
now no longer disputed, | will only say that we are engaged im a very glorious 
warfare ; we are forcing our entrance into the dominions of the Prince of thig 
world ; we have to contend with enemies exceedingly cunning and powerful ; 
and, humanly speaking, the strength of our army is exceedingly small. | 
doubt, Sir, with all your gallantry, whether with 140 or 150 men, you would 
venture to attack such countries as we are attacking by sur little band of 
Missionaries, and pledge yourself to go forward till you had obtained the vic- 
tory. But we have made some way,—we have taken some of the enemies’ 
out-works. Some of our blessed men have fallen in the attack ; but they have 
not fallen in vain,—they have taught a lesson in their death which the Hea- 
then never knew, that Christians die conquering. They have taught them, 
that it is possible for men to die triumphantly ; they bave left behind them the 
savour of a holy life and the savour ofa victorious death. Their places are 
supplied by others; more re-inforcements are about to join them; and the 

art of this business, which lies more immediately within the sphere of our 

uty, is the furnishing of money for sending out new Missionaries, for support- 
ing those who are gone, and for supplying the wants of those widows and 
fatberless children whose husbands and whose fathers have fallen in this con- 
flict; and shall we not have it ? will not this meeting supply it ? There is not 
a person within the reach of my voice to-day, who would not deprive himseif 
even of some of the necessaries of life, rather than this work of Gop should 
not be carried on.— Mr. G. then moved the first Resolution. 

JOHN POYNDER, ESQ. said, It falls to my lot to second the Resolution 
just proposed. There are two leading arguments which have suggested them- 
selves to my mind, and upon which most other arguments may be raised: the 
one is the necessity, and the other is tbe duty, of Missionary exertion. I hold 
m my hand a statement in reference to the world at large, on the supposition 
that it contains ten hundred millions of souls, of whom only 175 millions are 
even professing Christians ; and the remaining 825 millions are either lost in 
the blindness of Jewish obstinacy, or sunk in the prejudices and vile abomina- 
tions of Pagan or Mahometan superstition. Perhaps the darkest spot in this 
picture is that of Paganism, where we see so many men degraded by their ini- 
quities, and wandering in that darkness that may be felt; and vet many of 
these are reguiar in their devotions. have cultivated minds, have large capa- 
cities, and a finished education, while they are still in a state of dreadful idola- 
try. So it was of old in lettered Greece, and in accomplished, warlike Rome ; 
St. Paul’s striking account of whose idolatries is confirmed by the saying of 
one of their own Satirists, that it was easier in Athens to find a God thana 
Man. I mention these things only in confirmation of what has before been 
observed, that ‘*the world by wisdom knew not Gop ;” and now, whether 
the case be that of the stupid Hottentots, or of the hordes of ferocious savages 
on the Atlantic shores, each of these is sunk as Jow, certainly, but no lower, 
in the eye of an angel and in the contemplation of those who know Gop, than 
the most lettered heathen of China or of India. There is no deficiency of 
natural intellect in the learned Brahmins; many suppose there is a superiority 
of it; and yet we see them in the same state of degradation. Look at the 
Chinese; what has the wisdom or the learning of Confucius done for this pol- 
ished people? For an answer to this I beg to refer to the first proclamation of 
their present Emperor, lately published in the Newspapers, which awfuily 
shews how little this great Emperor can do for his great people, till Christiane 
ity has first done much for him. In India, the scene is not only one of dark- 
ness, but of bloodshed and misery, and that dark part of the earth is still full 
of the habitations of cruelty. I refer here particularly to three things,— 
namely, infanticide, burning of widows, and suicidal sacrifices. And, first, 
concerning infanticide: it is stated that three thousand infants were sacri- 
ficed in one year; and this happened not in InJia generally, bat in two prov- 
inces only.—Secondly, as to the custom of women burning themselves with the 
bodies of their deceased husbands ; Dr. Carey, who is not accustomed to come 


to hasty conclusions, estimates that ten thousand are sacrificed in this way an- 


nually; and Mr. Ward, in the work he has lately given to the public, states; 
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that in 1815, 1816, and 1817, there were destroyed, in Bengal only, 1528 
widows.—Thirdly, as to suicidal sacrifices, take one specimen: One British 
officer states, that he saw with his own eyes, from his own window, 15 females 
devoted to self-destruction at the soarce of the Ganges. I need not refer to 
the Car of Juggernaut ; oxcme just to remind you of the connexion between 
the superstition and the horrible vices of India; vices such as no (Christian 
tongue can utter, or Christian audience should bear. We were once inform- 
ed, that the Code of India did not require all these sacrifices. When people 
were told this, they thought it was time to look at that code for themselves.— 
They did so; and Mr. Grant, in particular, bas shewn how the very abomina- 
tions to which 1 have alluded do actually spring out of this code; the foun- 
tain is contaminated and _ poisoned at its source; it is not an accidental cir- 
cumstance, it is necessarily and inseparably interwoven with it. The fact is, 
the heart can only be converted, by the power of Gop. But how shall these 
eople callon Him, whose word they have not heard? And how shall the 
mei it without a preacher ? Here is the strong and mighty argument for all 
the Missionary exertions that have ever been made. In this climax the Apos- 
tle has put the subject beyond all controversy; and I could not state any ar- 
gument that would have greater weight with this ae By our Mission- 
aries we must send the pure, unmixed, and unadulterated Word of Gov; and 
not, as some who have been called ‘‘ Christian” have done, an idolatrous su- 
perstition mixed with it. The fact is this, when the Devil cannot hinder the 
world from getting the gospel, he will mix somethiog else with it,—if he can- 
not stop the stream, he will muddy it.— If these facts prove the necessity, eve- 
ry thing, before our eyes, abroad and at home, will show the duty of these ex- 
ertions. Our ancestors were once idolaters, falling down before stocks and 
stones, and worshipping dumb idols. A man might have said, that these Sax- 
ons did not need the gospel, that they would oppose the gospel, or that the at- 
tempt to introduce it was hopeless. But, blessed be Gon, one or two men of 
Gop came and planted the gospel among us, and here it has flourished to the 
present hour. And if we have a feast, surely we shall not leave others starv- 
ing. While we know the joyful sound, shall we feel nothing for those who 
never heard it? While we enjoy the sweet influences of the Hoty Spereir on 
our hearts, shall we feel nothing for them who have not so much as heard 
whether there be a Hoty Spirit? I shall never forget a discourse I heard, at 
the meeting of another society, by Mr. Jay, some years ago, from those words, 
‘*¢ Blessed be the Lorn Gop, the Gop of IsraEt, who only doeth wondrous 
things, and blessed be his glorious name for ever, and let the whole earth be 
filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! The prayers of Davin the son of 
Jesse are ended.”’—*‘ As if,” said the preacher, ‘this was all his desire, and 
he had nothing more to ask.”—Let us look also at the general solicitude of 
the world at ie to receive the gospel. Of this we have abundant proof in 
the operations of the British and Foreign Bible Society; and the single cir- 
curnstance of the prejudices of Caste having subsided in India is most decided- 
ly in our favour, as well as the subsiding of opposition at home. There is now 
an Episcopal establishment in India; this is an important point gained ; for it 
concedes the great principle, that there ought to be Christianity in India.— 
Again; look at our preservation as a nation. We remember the time whén 
we were in danger of invasion, and when a2 naval mutiny broke out at the 
Nore ; and yet Gop delivered us out of all these, and other perils; and are we 
to do nothing for him and for his cause?—Let us advert to the conduct of the 
Moravians, after the sufferings they had endured, when they settled in Hern- 
huth, and were in number only about 600. At that time when others would 
have rested, they oogee Missions to various parts of the world ; and their last 
account states that thirty-one thousand converts have been the fruit of their 
labours. But why need I refer to Moravians, when I have the Methodists be- 
fore me? I look at your Report, and from that | would confidently hope you 
will still go forward and take courage. An old Divine says, ‘‘ he that has the 
ear of Gop has the hand of God ;”’ and this is a consideration I would particu- 
larly press on our female friends, and on those in humble life. For those, who 
have nothing else to give, can at least assist by their prayers.—I really enjoy 
the opportunity of addressing so large a body of Wesleyan Methodists. 1 cer- 
tainly consider them as the best auxiliaries of the Church of England, to which 
1 belong. I love the memory of your Founder. I love his loyalty; it was 
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singular and striking. But 1 must conclude with one lesson to myself and to 
my Christian friends. On our parts there exists an absolute necessity of per- 
sonal conversion. You may cootribute to Missionary Societies, and so May 
1; but let us remember that many of the heathen contributed to the erection 
of the Temple who were never permitted to enter its doors, or to partake of 
those spiritual mercies which descended on the Israel of Gop. So it was with 
many who assisted at the formation of the Ark: they were not ignorant of 
their danger, and of the means of safety ; but they were not included amon 
that small body who had entered into it, and who were on the — side of the 
door of the Ark when that door was shut, and the windows of heaven were 
opened.—Mr. Poynper concluded an able and energetic speech by happpily 
referring to the final triumphs of Missionary exertion. There is, said he, a 
day hastening on, which none of us may live to see, but which it will be the 
delight of our souls to have advanced,—a day of splendid sre! Rens that 
mercy shall be known by all, which has hitherto, notwithstanding all its pro- 
gress, been confined to so few, and which has still so large a course s0 run be- 
fore it covers the earth as the waters cover the deep. 

W. H. TRANT, ESQ. late Member of the Board of Commissioners for the 
ceded Provinces in India, moved the second Resolution, and said, 1 should not 
have had the honour of addressing this Meeting at this time, but that, having 
passed a great part of my life in the country to which much allusion has been 
made, [ am desirous to state some things that have passed there; and as you, 
Sir, have lived many years there, I will state them under your correction. 
The magnitude of the object is very great; it is the temporal and spiritual 
welfare of a hundred millions of our fellow creatures, in the eastern part of 
the world: At this time of day it is hardly necessary for me to state, that the 
people of India are not altogether uninformed. Mr. Taant here read some 
snteresting documents, one of which gave a strikiog account of the Saadhe, 
a singular people in Hindostan, who have lately been induced to renounce 
idolatry, and other Hindoo customs, though not as yet acquainted with the 
true Religion. If, said Mr. T. a mere pretender to wisdom has so far succeed- 
ed among them, what may not Christian Missionaries effect? The case proves 
at least, that Hindoo superstition is not invincible. 1candeclare that Chris- 
tian Missionaries, so far from having done any barm, have proved to be the 
greatest possible benefit to that country. They have conducted themselves 
with a patience, forbearance, and zeal, which are beyond all human praise. 
I state this, because there may be still some apprehensions as to the propriety 
and safety of Indian Missions; I declare before my Maker, that I entertain 
no apprehensions whatever. 1 have lived in that country the greatest part of 
my life, and have there witnessed the progress of Missions from their infancy. 
I have seen the Missionaries, and | have watched their proceedings minutely ; 
yet | never knew any impropriety in their conduct. When I have been 
asked, ‘‘ Where are the converts which these Missionaries have made?” | 
have replied, ‘* Their numbers have not yet been very great, but there is 
much to bedone in the way of preparation. In this country the ground must be 
prepared and the seed sown, before a harvest can be expected ; and it is the 
same there.”—Twenty years ago, there were only Mr. Carey and Mr. 
Tuomas in that country ; little more than a year ago, in Caleutta alone, the 
Metropolis of India, there were 12 Missionaries; and almost the whule of 
the native population were under the instruction of a Society, partly com- 
posed of literary persons and partly of officers of the state, called ‘the Cal- 
cutta School res A Will any one say, that, when this is the case, little has 
been done? And if |. at my time of life, have seen all this, what may aot the 
rising generation hope to see? What may not the young men, just gone or go- 
ing out, hope tosee’ They may hope every thing. Let us go on in the true 
and faithful course which has been so well begun; and, I am satisfied, that, 
long before we once expected it, we shall have reason to say, ‘“ This is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes; this is the day which the Lord 
hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” ; 

COLONEL MUNRO, RestpenT at Travancore, in seconding the motion, 
said, ‘‘ Most cordially do I unite in the statements just made, and hope on 
some future opportunity to express my sentiments more fully. The situation 
of India calls most pressingly for exertion, and every thing in that country 
appears now to conduce to the success of the Missionary cause. The political 
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power of India, now so much under the authority of England, and the disposi- 
tion of the natives, almost entirely in favour of it, seem to promise greater 
good than we can at all contemplate. I fully concur ia the opinion, that this 
cause may be carried on without danger, and with the greatest hope of suc- 
cess. The Mahometan religion formerly met with success in India; and sure- 
ly a religion like the Christian, cannot fail of exciting greater attention.” __ 
COLONEL SANDYS, the Chairman, here said, ‘*‘ I wish to bear my testi- 
mony to all the statements just made, and to relate a fact; and | am happy to 
see here the Rev. Mr. Warp, from Serampore, who will, | have no doubt, 
ive you some further information on this subject. The fact is this: in 1790 
| Ket Adjutant and Quarter-Master General in the army, under Marquis 
Cornwa._is, who brought down the power of Trepoo Sais. I sailed to join 
the army in the month of January in that year. Having on board 300 Sepoys, 
we laid in our provision and water for the voyage, expecting a passage of only 
eight or nine days. The priaciples of these Sepoys were well known to me, 
and many of them were of high caste. They were permitted to fill their own 
water-casks, every one of which was sealed with the Brahminical seal. ‘Their 
provisions and pack>,es were also sealed; and no one touched that part of 
the ship where they vere stowed. It was then in the infancy of the war, and 
it was necessary to attend to all their prejudices. We sailed; and from calms 
and contrary winds, the voyage proved much longer than we had contemplat- 
ed. We had been at sea 25 days. I kept account of the provision and stores, 
as was my duty, and I found that now we were only half way, and for these 
300 men there only remained two butts of water. 1 well knew their senti- 
ments respecting any other provisions or water; and what would be the con- 
sequence | did not know, when the scarcity should be discovered. My anx- 
iety was so great for several days, that I was scarcely able to support it; this 
was observed by one of their chief personages, with whom I was on terms of 
the closest intimacy ; and he said to me one day, ‘‘ What is the matter with 
you? are 7 ill?” No, said 1, Jam muchas usual. ‘1s there any thing upon 
your mind?” said he, ‘“‘ We have been a long time at sea, how does our pro- 
vision hold out?” He could not have asked a more unfortunate question. I 
however waved it, and it passed off for that day. [could only hope that some- 
‘thing would soon occur in our favour; but the next day it was the same, or 
rather it was getting worse, and 1 was resolved totell him. Accordingly 
called him into the cabin, and said, I have a secret to unfold to you. We res- 
pect re caste, and from that circumstance all my uneasiness arises.—He asked, 
‘¢ What is the state of our provisions?” | replied, Of dry provisions we have 
plenty. ‘* But,” he asked, ‘‘ how is our water ?” I replied, 1 gm afraid 
to tell you.—** Nay,” said he, ‘‘tell me.” Then here are the returns, | re~ 
plied, and this has been the cause of that uneasiness you have observed in me.~ 
“If that be all,” he said, ‘‘ I will soon set you at rest,” and he immediately 
went down and put the Brahminical seal on some butts of water, for we had 
plenty of iton board. When hecame up, tapping me on the shoulder, he 
said, ‘‘ Let me see a smile on your countenance.” That did not require 
much summoning, and we sat down with much pleasure together. He was a 
valuable man; but we never dared to mention this circumstance to any indi- 
vidual. 1 never mentioned it to any one till 1 came to England Here then 
is a proof of the observation, that these people can be subdued by kindness, 
and that their prejudices about caste are not insuperable. In fact, the Hin- 
doos are undermining the temple of their owo Juggernaut. Can any one 
avoid seeing, that it is our duty to do all we can to wipe away the foul stain of 
neglect from our native country, whose “Ships, Colonies, and Commerce” 
ought to make us tremble for our responsibility ? | 
he Rev. W. WARD, of Serampore, said, | feel very great gratification, 
Colonel, in meeting you here to-day, and in hearing the sentiments already 
delivered, to all of which, as far as my own observation goes, { can bear testi- 
mony. it is with peculiar pleasure, that, contrasting former times with 
present, 1 can meet here (after the lapse of more than twenty years) individu- 
als from the same country, bearing the same testimony, and all encouraging 
the hands of British Christians for the good of British India. The business of 
this day has hitherto turned more —t towards India, where the prov- 
idence of God so long stationed me. It is true, Sir, we have had, from a Gen- 
tleman who gave an account of the whole heathen world, a statement with 
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which all our hearts must be deeply affected. At least siz hundred millions 
of these immortal beings are born into our world, vegetate for a few days, and 
thew merge into eternitv !—and every thirty years this awful scene is renew- 
ed. This isa most awful statement, and one which should fillevery Christian 
heart with the deepest and most solemn regret. Indeed such is the state of 
our world, that, to a benevolent mind endued with the spirit of Christianity, 
the necessities of our fellow men appear to be so great that, humaniy speak- 
ing, ove Can scarcely indulge any hope of seeing any general amelioration of 
our species even In our own country, and we might be stilt more discouraged 
respecting the moral condition of that country to which your attention i 
been so remarkably directed this day, and to which in a few days | expect to 
return. As this is, perhaps, the last time I shall address so large an assembly 
on this side eternity. 1 will contrast fora few moments the circumstances of 
India twenty years ago with what they are at the present hour. India wag 
long considered as Satan’s impregnable fortress. It was conceded by many, 
that other parts of the world were vulnerable. The African considers him- 
self as honoured by the approach of a white man, but not so the Indian. Again 
and again. we were told, we might, therefore, do some guod among the slaves 
in the Wesi Indies, and possibly among the Hottentots, or others; but that 
every attempt to promote Christianity in Jndia must come to nothing. And 
indeed appearances, when I first went to India, to any mind but a mind im- 
pressed with the almightiness of Divine UFLUENCE, were the most discoura- 
ging. There were kuropeans in India; but they added little to the Chris- 
tianity of India; many of them added only to the darkoess; and such was the 
fear respecting danger, whici the Government at home and the civil authori- 
ties in that country eutertained, that, as { have heard Mr. Brown relate, 
Loro CoRNWALLtIs once said to him. ‘I think the wisest resolution the East 
India Goveroment ever passed, was, that they would never touch, or suffer to 
be touched, the prejudices of the natives.” Not that they were inimical to 
the spread of Christianity, or to the advancement of the spiritual interests of 
their Indian subjects, but they were afraid of that danger which they thought 
inevitable if they disturbed the natives in the quiet possessiva of their Heathen 
prejudices. When | went to India, there were the greatest apprehensions 
that we should all be sent back. We went no where but, as Missionaries, 
we were received with a frown: and yet, for hospitality and friendship, and 
every thing else that is amtable and dignified in general, European society in 
India will bear a comparison with that of any country in the world. But, as 
Missionaries, we were considered enemies ; and it was supposed that the pros- 
perity of India depended upon our being excluded. The distance, too, (15,009 
miles from England,) was such as to present a formidable obstacle. The cli- 
mate of laodia was another difficulty. Of the number of Missionaries who 
went out at the sarne time with myself, one-half are gone to their everlasting 
reward. Of an after cargo of Missionaries, six have long ago, been taken 
to their beaveniy home, and two only remain. Another great impedi- 
ment to our progress was foundin the languages of India. The slaves in 
ihe West Indies are tanght in the English or other European languages ; 
along the Western coast of Africa too, many know the English language, 
and your access to them is of course easy; but in India, there were no fewer 
than fifty dialects derived from the Shanscrit alone. In America the great 
objection had been, that to learn the language of every siogle tribe was dif- 
ficult; butin India we had twice the number of languages to acquire that 
prevailed in the whole of America. This too was to be done by plain meo, 
many of whoin had not been in the least accustomed to the study of languages. 
But, blessed be Gop ! no man can mix with that population without acquiring 
their language. In addition to all these, were the prejudices of the natives 
themselves. To convey to you any idea of this, is exceedingly difficult ; but 
you may form some opinion of them fram this circumstance, that if our gra- 
cious Kies himself, GeorGE the Fourts, should go to that country, and the 
lappet of his robe should happen to touch the food of an Indian, be would throw 
it away if he were dying with hunger, and would consider it as defiled by the 
touch of the greatest man in the empire. How then is it possible that such 
men can be brought to sit with Europeans at the same table? This difficulty 
existed in full force in India, and no where else. Another difficulty, and 2 
great one too, was the ignorance of the natives. When we address many 
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other persons we have a conscience to appeal to, and you know the effect of it 
well,—but they have not a word for “‘ conscience” in their language. In vo 
Hindoo book, or Hindo custom, have 1 found any thiog hike it. Besides this, 
there are a number of other expressions of the real import of which they are 
equally ignorant. Talk to a Hindoo about Gop, and he thinks you are talk- 
ing about Vishnoo or Ram, or some of his other deities. Talk about heaven, 
and he thinks you mean one of the heavens of his gods. Tailx about a future 
state, and he thinks you are talking about transmigration. But in the super- 
stitions of the Hindoos, we have a stil more powerful obstacle. Hindooism 
can boast of her martyrs every day; of women, for instatice, who sacrifice 
themselves on the funeral pyres of their husbands. Now if even women will 
go to these lengths of obstinate suffering, in conformity to their cruel super- 
stitions, surely this people are, to all human appearance, invulnerable. This 
has justly struck Europeans as particularly formidable; they have said, 
<¢What! will persons who suffer themselves to be drawn up in the air by 
means of hooks fastened in the integuments of their backs,—will women who 
thus sacrifice themselves on the funeral pyres of their husbands, or destroy 
themselves in the Ganges,— be brought to renounce this superstition and to 
embrace Christianity ??’ Such was the feeling of our countrymen on the sub- 
ject, and our object was therefore treated with derision and contempt. Bat 
the caste exceeds all the other difficulties which | have mentioned. By this 
they are divided into different societies with distinct observances; and there 
is no possibility of these intermixing with each other, without breaking caste. 
Every person marrying, or even eating, with one of another caste, falls from 
it, and can never be restored to it. Now this bas always been consider- 
ed ‘by the Hindoos to be a fatal stroke; and the Christian Missionary feels 
the obstacle which it occasions to bis success in its full force. These people 
are as capable of feeling the endearments of social life as any people upon 
earth ; and for one of them to make up his mind to see his friends and even 
his beloved parents no more, to renounce all his former society, and to incur 
the frowns of ail his relatives, is such a sacrifice to be made by every Hindoo 
convert to Christianity, that we need not wonder at our countrymen there 
saying, ‘‘You have indeed undertaken a hopeless task.” I remember one 

oung man, who, afier he had been baptized, seemed at first to have forgotten 

is connexions; but he one day came and said to me, “‘ 1 do not want to re- 
turn to caste: 1 do not want to return to Hindooism; but cannot I goand see 
my mother again? Cannot I see my father once more?” This was impossible ; 
and he well knew and deeply felt that his parents would have shut the door 
against him, if be had ever attempted to enter again the house in which he 
was born.— With all this accumulation of difficulties we bad to attempt the 
conversion of that people. Our own government, the European residents in 
India, and all the superstitions, prejudices, and peculiar feelings of the people 
being against us, we do not wonder that it was said, “India is invulnerable.” 
There were indeed a few good men in Calcutta who were labouring for the 
conversion of souls there; but they thought it was impossible at that time to 
do any good elsewhere, even if they should be able to make any progress in 
that city. Such was the appearance of India; and I have mentioned these 
circumstances to show, that, if in that part of the world, (of all others the most 
bopeless,) the Gospel has obtained any success, then you need not despair of 
Africa, of the West Indies, or of any other part of the world whatever.— And 
I have now to tell you, that all these difficulties, great as they appeared, have 
comparatively vanished into air. All of them are now, in a very consider- 
able degree, actually surmounted! The government of India acts, as far as is 
prudent, entirely with us; and, ina variety of ways, they are assisting us, and 
that in the most powerful manner. They have established government schools 
for the instruction of the natives; and the name of the present GoveRNoR oF 
InprA (Mareuis of HAstines) will live in their recollection to the latest pos- 
terity. And it wou'd be unjust in me not to mention also the name of the 
Marcutoness oF Hastencs, who is doing every thing in her power for the 
becefit of the female natives of that country. In our own country every fa- 
cility has been kindly afforded tous, and the Missionaries can go without op- 
position to every corner of India. Such a door is opened there, as never was 
before. Every voice cheers the Missionaries as they enter. Of our own coun- 
trymen I scarcely know one individual who opposes us; on the contrary, ther 
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now have a Calcutta Bible Society, chiefly supported by the Anglo-Indiang 
which has circulated extensive editions of the Scriptures in the various lan. 
guages of India. There is also a Calcutta School Book Society ; and there is 
a Hindoo College, in which converted natives themselves are training up in 
suitable knowledge, for the very Purpens of becoming preachers of the ever. 
lasting Gospel: and thus the difficulty arising from the distance of fifteen 
thousand miles is subdued and superseded, by Gon’s raising up natives them- 
selves to become Missionaries to their countrymen, who are inured to the cli- 
mate and familiar with all their manners. The languages of India are now 
subdued ; and the holy Scriptures, or a part of them at least, with a number 
of tracts, have already been translated and circulated in 25 languages of that 
country. Nay, even the prejudices.of the natives have been overcome. As 
one proof of this, 1 can state, that when I left Serampore, a deputation had 
come from a village at some distance, in which they were attempting to es- 
tablish a School, to request one of our school-masters to visit them and afford 
them some instructions as to the manner of conducting their School. There 
cannot be a stronger proof of their prejudices being subdued, than for those 
natives to solicit a visit from a man whose 2ppearance in their School would 
have once beea thought acrime. These Schools are now so common in some 
parts of India, that there is scarcely a town or even a village that has not one. 
The ignorance of the natives has been overcome ; we have found a conscience 
at last; and several thousands of Hindoos have turned from the worship of 
idols to serve the living and true Gen ; bave renounced their superstitions, 
and embraced the faith of Christianity. Public opinion, which had been al- 
most universally against us, is now almost universally for us. The foundation 
is laid, and we have only to go zealously and patiently forward in the work 
that has been so successfully begun.—-I have been thus minute in my state- 
ments of the work of Gop in that extensive empire, in order that I, as an eye 
witness, might call forth the thankfulness of this Society for what Gon has 
done there; and that, when I am gone into those distant regions, again to aid 
by my feeble efforts this great cause, your prayers may be excited and encour- 
aged by the prospect of ultimate success. And now | confess, my Christian 
brethren, that though I entertain some opinions different to those of the Soci- 
ety for which 1 am now pleading, yet it is a Society for which | feel the high- 
est respect. There are no persons who come forward with more ardent zeal 
than they in the work of the Lorn, and in the promotion of the great cause of 
Missions. I may add with respect to those whom they have sent out, that in the 
important point of self-denial, so necessary to the Missionary who leaves his 
country, his family, his friends, and all he holds dear,—in this respect, the Wes- 
Jeyan Missionaries, yield to ho Missionaries, or body of Missionaries, whatever. 
They have cheerfully endured fatigues, and patiently submitted to the various 
privations to which Missionaries are exposed. They have experienced all the 
mconveniences and dangers of inhospitable climates, and yet have persevered 
in their work with diligence and zeal, froma love to souls, and a desire to spend 
and be spent in the cause of Curisr. The Wesleyan Missionaries yield to 
none in love to their Saviour, which is so essentially necessary to keep alive 
the Missionary flame. And they yield to none in another grand point, which is 
the freeness of their invitations. Blessed be Gop! they feel no hesitation in 
their offersofmercy. This is their darling theme, and it suits the Missionary 
cause extremely well.—Another thing | would just mention concerning them; 
and that is, that they depend especially on DIVINE INFLUENCE ; their eyes are 
always fixed on that; and feeling that they are but weak instruments in the 
hand of Gon, they go forward in their simple career, looking to Gop for bis 
influence; and, blessed be his holy name, that influence is not withheld !— 
They also watch over their churches with peculiar attention. They do so 10 
this country; but this is particularly necessary in the heathen world, where 
men are just emerging out of darkness, and where there are such deep-rooted 
prejudices to be combated. This is another reason why this Society com- 
mends itself to the whole Christian world.—-Before I close, there is another 
observation which I would make on the subject of divine influence. 1! have 
lately come from the Continent of America, in which there is at present 2 
great out-pouring of the Hoty Spirit. In Connecticut, in Massachusetts, 
and other places, a great degree of divine influence has been experienced.— 
In the town of Hartford, I was informed, that there were not fewer than a 
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thousand persons lately brought under the most serious impressions respect- 
ing their everlasting welfare. If these things be donein America, why may 
not we seek and expect similar visitations in other countries ?— And we want 
nothing else to secure the evéntual success of Christian Missions. If Gop is 
pleased largely to pour out his Hoty Spirit, and this work go on as it has 
done, the whole world will soon be converted to Crist. For this, let us be 
instant io prayer. It is‘@nly for us to be frequently on our knees at the throne 
of grace, and then shail the earth yield her increase, and Gop, even our owh 
Gop shall give us his blessing. 

S. T. ARMSTRONG, ESQ. of Boston, in America, in moving a resolution, 
on the subject of the West-India Missions, apologized for his addressing such 
an audience, but said that the proceedings of this meeting were enough to 
make even the tongue of a stammerer to speak plainly. When, however. said 
Mr, A. we propose resolutions of this kind we bind ourselves to do something 
more than speak: we must therefore take care what we do on this occasion ; 
for | behold on every side a great cloud of witnesses to condemn us if we fail 
in the performance of what we this day pledge ourselves todo. Mr. A. pro- 
ceeded to shew that Christianity is the best boon we can give to the negro- 
slaves to whom his motion more particularly alluded, and then added, ‘ It has 
been stated, that [ am from America, and it may please you to know, that 
British Christians are there considered as our elder brethren, and we are 
treading in your steps. 1! hope it will not be deemed presumption in me to say, 
that we have our Missionary and Bible Societies, our Societies for Education, 
and our Sunday Schools ; and in these labours of love, these works of mercy, 
we, Jike yourselves, have received much assistance from pious females. About 
ten years ago the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
was founded, with whose operations I have been more connected than with 
any other. In the first year we raised 200]. ; but the last year we raised 
about 8,000]. or 35,000 dollars. There were some fears among our friends 
lest our exertions for foreign Missions should diminish our funds for promoting 
Christianity at home; but this has not been the case; for there has been more 
done at home in consequence of what has been’ done abroad. We have now 
Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands, and in India. Americans take a deep 
interest (1 speak the words of truth and soberness) in all the great designs of 
British Christians; and 1 have no doubt, bet that the transactions of this day 
will be read in the remotest parts of my native land, and will gladden the 
hearts of my countrymen, as they bave gladdened my heart to-day. We shall 
rejoice in your success, and sympathise in your sorrows. (if any befal you,) 
for we feel that all we are brethren,—we worship the same Gon, we hold the 
same hope, we have in view the same objects. One object of my coming across 
the Atlantic was to be present afthese far-famed meetings, and to see the 
men who are known throughout the world. 1 feel grateful that the desire.of 
my heart has been granted ; and long will the sacred pleasures of this day be 
impressed on my memory. I pray that the peace which now subsists between 
our countries may be perpetual. But should, unhappily, our statesman disa- 
gree, with the Wesleyan Methodists we shall still be at peace. Before an- 
other year shall bring to your joyful eyes an Anniversary like this. death or the 
ocean will divide between you and me; but, having the same hope, we shall 
still be joined in heart, and meet again where there will be ne name of Mretn- 
ODIST or CONGREGATIONALIST, but all shall be one in Curist. With these 
a and anticipations, permit me to say, in conclusion, to each and ail of 
you, Farewell! farewell !—but not for ever ! 


PROGRESS OF RELIGION IN ALABAMAs 


By information received from Rev. Thomas Griffin, presiding elder of 
Alabama district, it appears that the work of reformation is progressing in 
that wilderness part of our country. It iscertainly cause of exultation to wit- 
ness the rons prosperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in our newly settled 
states and territories. While the hardy emigrants are felling the trees of the 
forest, and opening the bosom of the earth for the reception of seed, the her- 
alds of salvation are itinerating through their scattered settlements, breaking 
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up the fallow ground of their hearts, and sowing the seeds of eternal life. May 
they witness a plentiful harvest! 

The writer ovserves, that at a Camp-Meeting held on the 6tb of July last, 
on ‘ Pearl-river, a few miles from Montecello, the congregation was large 
and attentive, many were awakened toa sense of their need of Christ, and 
five or six, gave evidence of a change of heart.” 

‘*On the 20th we held another meeting on the river Chickasawhay, about 
fifty miles from the town of Mobile, where we have a large, flourishing socie- 
ty. There were two travelling and four local preachers, and one Presby- 
terian minister at this meeting. On Friday and Saturday, the Lord favoured 
us with a solemn sense of His presence. Sinners were struck with awe, and 
steod with respectful silence, while believers rejoiced in God _ their Saviour, 
On Sabbath we administered the Lord’s Supper. All were solemn as _ night. 
The word of God was heard with great attention, and, 1 believe much good 
wasdone. About ten professed justifying grace.” 

**On the 27th of July we held another meeting, about thirty miles from St. 
Stephen’s, near the Tom-Beckbee and Alabama rivers. Though the princi- 
pal part of the people were irreligious, yet they behaved with great order 
and decorum, and five or six professed to be converted.” 

‘*On the 2nd of August we commenced a Camp Meeting on the banks of 
the Alabama river, thirty miles below the town of Cahawba, the seat of gov- 
ernment for this state. From the paucity of the inhabitants, and the affliction 
many were suffering from a prevailing fever, there were not many that attend- 
ed this meeting. Some disorder was witnessed; but He that commanded the 
boisterous winds to be still, appeared in our behalf, and, before the exercises 
closed, some were brought, as we have reason to believe, to the knowledge 
of the truth.” 

‘* August 10th, another meeting began thirty miles above Cahawba, on the 
bank of the above-mentioned river. A numerous concourse of people attend- 
ed, and much good was done. On Tuesday morning. | requested all who had 
obtained ap evidence of their conversion to God, to come forward to the altar, 
when thirty-seven presented themselves. The two last meetings were held 
in a forest, and the Indians were fishing in the river, while we were preach- 
ing and praying; the bears were ravaging the corn-fields, and the wolf and 
tygers were howling and screaming in the very woods in the neighbourhood of 
our meeting.” 

‘‘ These accounts may seem unimportant to these who are accustomed to 
more numerous congregations, and who have the privilege of assembling in 
convenient honses ; but to us, who are struggling with many difficulties in 
this newly settled country, it is highly gratifying, and fills us witha pleasing 
hope of yet seeing the desert blossom as therose.” 





From the London Evangelical Magazine for August. 


Chateau de Bellevue, pres Paris, July 1, 1821, 
DEAR Sir, 


THE circumstances which | have simply and faithfully narrated, hap- 
pened to one of my intimate friends resident in Paris. A considerable dimi- 
nution of interest must result from a translation of the idiomatic and forcible 
phraseology of the French departments into the ordinary medium of British 
conversation; but I have thought it not uninteresting to your readers to know, 
that while the Pagan world is prepared to receive the-Gospe}l, God, without 
apy visible agency, is also disposing the Continent of Europe, and especially 
this once iy mere country, to welcome the free and faithful proclamatioa 
of his grace. 1 could record similar facts in the Departments du Nord, pas de 
Calais, Vaucluse, and Pyrennees, &c. 

Yours, most truly, 
Marx WItkxs. 


, a merchant at the head of one of the first commercial! houses in 


M. 





Paris, had lately occasion (o visit the manufactories established in the moun- 
tainous tracts of the Departments of the Loire and of the Puy de Dome. The 
road that conducted him back to Lyons traversed a country rich in natural 
productions, and glowing with all the charms of an advanced and promising 
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Spring. The nearer view was unusually diversified; not only by the fantas- 
tic forms of mountains, the uncertain course of small and tributary streams, 
and the varying hues of fields of pasture, corn, vines, and vegetables; but by 
the combinations and contrasts of nature and of art, and the occupations of 
rural and commercial isdustry. Factories and furfiaces were seen rising 
amidst barns and bergeries—peasants were digging and ploughs were gliding 
amidst forges and founderies of fire-arms—verdant slopes and graceful clumps 
were scattered amidst the black and ugly mouths of exhausted coal-pits, and 
the gentle murmur of the rill was subdued by the foud rattle of the loom. 
Sometimes M , and his friend, halted amidst all that is delightful and 
soothing; and, after a short advance, found themselves amidst barrenness, de- 
formity and confusion. The remoterscenery was not Jess impressive. Be- 
hind them were the ragged mountains of Puy de Dome; the lofiy Tavare lift- 
ed its majestic head beside them, atid far before appeared the brilliant summit 
of Mount Blanc. 

Though engaged in great mercantile enterprises, and returning from a visit 
which was to give employment tv hundreds of families in the districts he was 
about to quit, M. felt powerfully the effects of the objects that passed 
upon his sight; his thoughts were abstracted from the immediate end of his 
journey, and he was insensibly disposed for serious contemplation and reli- 
gious sentiment. 

In this state of mind he arrived at the skirts of a hamlet, placed on the de- 
clivity of a mountain; and being desirous of finding a shorter and more re- 
tired track, he stopped at a little house to inquire the way. From the win- 
dows, several females were watching the movements of a little child; and, 
just, as M inquired for a road across the mountains, the infant was in 
danger of being crushed by a coal-cart which had entered the street. The 
cries and alarms of the females were met by the activity of the travellers, and 
the companion of M. ——— set off to snatch the iafant from danger, and place 
him in security. An elderly female from the second story, gave M. , who 
was still on bis horse, the directions he desired ; and, at the same. time, ex- 

ressed her uneasiness that the gentleman should have had the trouble to seek 
the child. ‘*‘ Madam, (interrupted M. ,) My friend is only performing his 
duty: we ought to do to anotber as we would that another should do to us; 
and, in this wretched world, we are bound to assist each other. You are kind 
enough to direct us travellers in the right road, and surely the least we can do 
is to rescue your child from danger. The Holy Scriptures teach us these du- 
ties, and the Gospel presents us the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
when we were in ignorance and danger, came to our world to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” ‘Ah! Sir, (replied the good woman,) you are 
very condescending, and what you say is very true; but your language sur- 
prises me: it is so many years since in this village we have heard such truths, 
and especially from the lips of astranger.”’ ‘Madam, (resumed M. ») 
we are all strangers here, and sojourncrs bound to eternity: there is but one 
road, one guide, one Saviour, whocan conduct us safely: if we feel this 
young or old, rich or poor, we are all one in Christ; and, however scattered 
on earth, shall all arrive at the heavenly city, to which he is gone to prepare 
mansions for us.’ ‘‘ These doctrines, Sir, (exclaimed the female,) support 
the hearts of many of us, who have scarcely travelled beyond our own com- 
mune ; and it is so rare and so delightful to hear them from others, that ifit 
will not be an abuse of your Christian politeness, I would request you to alight 
and to visit my humble apartment.” ‘I shall comply most cheerfully with 
your request, (replied M. ») for though time is precious, | shall be thank- 
ful to spend a few minutes in these mountains, among those with whom I| hope 
to dwell for ever on Mount Zion. My friend M. mounted to the second 
story, follewed by his companion. He found the female with whom he had 
conversed, surrounded by her daughters and her grand daughters, all busil 
employed in five looms, filled with galoons and ribbons, destined for the capi- 
tal and the most distant cities in the world. The good widow was between 
sixty and seventy years of age: her gag was neat and clean: and all 
the arrangements of her apartment, bespoke industry, frugality, and piety. 
‘‘ Ab! Sir, (she exciaimed, as M. —— entered,) how happy am I to receive 
such a visitor!” ‘* Madam, (replied M. ——) I am not worthy to enter un- 
der this roof.” ‘‘ Why, Sir, (exclaimed the widow,) you talked to us of Jesus. 
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Christ, and—” ‘‘ Yes, Madam; but I ama poor guilty sinner, and hope only 
for salvation through the cross. I was yesterday at St.——, where they were 
lanting a cross with great ceremony ; were you there?” ‘‘ No, Sir; for it is 
of little use to erect crosses in the streets, if we do not carry the cross in our 
hearts, and are not crucified to the world. But, Sir, if you will not be offend- 
ed, may 1 ask, what you are called?” M. , pretending to give a general 
sense to the French phraseology, answered, ‘“‘My name, Madam, is —~—.” 
‘© Thank you, Sir, } shall not forget; but this is not what 1 meant: I wished 
to know whether you are a Protestant or Catholic, a pastor or a priest ?” 
*¢ Madam, | have not the honour to be eitber; lam a merchant: I desire to 
be a Christian, and to have no other title but a disciple of Christ.”” ‘* That is 
exactly as we are here, Sir, (exclaimed the good widow, and added,) but, as 
ou are so frank, are you, Sir, Catholic or Protestant?” ‘* Catholic,” replied 
A. Madam looked confused, and observed, ‘‘ That it was rare for the 
Catholics to talk as her visitor had done.” ‘* I! am a Catholic, (resumed 
M. ,) but not a member of the Roman Catholic Church. I love all that 
love our Lord Jesus in sincerity. 1 donot ask in what fold they feed, so that 
they are guided and nourished by the Good Shepherd and bishop of souls.” 
*:O what a favour the Lord has granted us to meet with a Christian like our- 
selves, (said the affected widow, looking round her,) we desire to jive iv char- 
ity with all mankind. But, to be frank also, Sir, we do not go to mass, nor to 
confession, nor yet to church ; for wedo not learn from our Testament, which 
indeed is almost worn out, that we are required tv confess to sinners like our- 
selves, nor to worship the host, nor to perform penance for the salvation of 
souls; and, we believe, we can serve God as acceptably on a mountain, or in 
achamber. or inacave, as in the finest church.” ‘1 confess, Madam, in my 
turn, (said M. ,) that | am exceedingly astonished to find such persons on 
such aspot; pray how many may there be of your sentiments?” ‘“ liere, Sir, 
and scattered over the mountains, there are from three to four hundred. We 
meet on the Sunday evenings, and as often as we can, to pray to Jesus, to 
read the Testament, and to converse abont the salvation of our souls. We 
are so muci: persecuted by the clergy. that we cannot appear as publicly as 
we wish. We are called beguines and fools: but we can bear this, and, I hope, 
a great deal more, for Him who has suffered so much for us.” 
hile the conversation, of which this is a sketch, transpired, the rooms had 
filled, the neighbvurs had been informed and introduced, at the request of the 
worthy hostess; and as many as could _ their occupations, pressed to hear 
of the things of the kingdom of God. M. desired to see the New-Testa- 
ment. !{ wa» presented. Tie title page was gone, the leaves were almost 
worn to shreads by the hard fingers of the weavers and laborers, and M. 
could not discover the edition. A female, of respectable appearance, ap- 
proached M. , and said, ‘‘Sir, for several years 1 have sought every 
where a New Testament, and I have offered any price for one, in all the 
neighbouring communes, but in vain. Could you, sir, possibly procure me a 
copy, | will gladly pay any sum vou demand—” ‘Madam, I will not only 
procure you one, (replied M. ——eagerly,) but in forty-eight hours I will send 
ou half a dozen.” ‘Is it possible? (exclaimed the astonished villagers. ) 
lay we, Sir, believe the good news? May we rely on your promise? It ap- 
pears too great, too good—we will pay for them now, Sir, if you please.”” You 
may depend on receiving them (said M. ,») if God prolongs my life. But 
lentreat you to do me the favour to accept them, as a proof of my Christian 
regard, and an expression of my gratitude, for having been permitted to enjoy, 
in this unpromising spot, the refreshing company of the followers of Christ. 
The conversation then turned on the value of the sacred volume, and the 
sinfulness of those who withheid it from perishing and dejected sinners. After 
some time, the hostess interrupted the chain by demanding, ‘‘ Pray Sir, can 
you tell us if any thing extraordinary is passing in the world? We are shut 
out from all intercourse ; but we have an impression that God is commencing 
a great work in the earth, and that wonderful events are coming to pass.” 
‘‘ Great events have taken place, and news is arriving every day (said 
M. ,) from all parts of the world of the progress of the Gospel, and the ful- 





























filments of the promises of the Holy Scriptures.” fle then gave to his atten- 
tive and enraptured auditory, an outline of the moral changes accomplished 
by the diffusion ofthe Bible, the labours of Missionaries, and the establish- 
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ment of schools ; but only such an outline as was suited to their general igno- 
rance of the siate of what is called the religious world. And when he had 
concluded, they all joined in the prayer.—Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it isdone in heaven. ._ 

Anxious as was M to pursue his journey, he devoted three hours to 
this interview. He exhorted them to receive and practice only what they 
found in the scriptures, to cleave to the Lord with full purpose of heart, and 
promised to use his influence to obtain for them, a pastor who should feed them 
with knowledge and understanding. The termination of this extraordinary 
meeting, was procrastinated and affecting, tears of pleasure, gratitude, and 
regret, streamed from the eyes of the mountaineers, and the traveller, though 
more deeply moved by having seen the grace of God, than by all the scenes 
through which he had passed, went on his way rejoicing, and following the di- 
rections of the good widow, he arrived at the town of 8 In this town he 
had commercial relations, with the principal inhabitants and authorities, and 
under the impression of all he had witnessed, he inquired, as if with the curios- 
ity of atraveller, the name of the hamlet he had passed on the mountain, and 
the nature of the employment and the character of its inhabitants. The men, 
said the mayor, work in the mives, drive the teams, and labour in the fields ; 
and the women and childrep weave. They area very curious people oulres 
illumines, but the most honest work-people of the country. Probity itself; — 
we have no occasion to weigh our silk, either when we give it out or take it 
in, for we are-sure not to lose the value of an obole, and the kindest creatures 
in the world; they will take their shirts off their backs to give to any one in 
distress ; indeed, there is no wretchedness among them, for though poor, they 
are industrious, temperate, and charitable, and always assist each other; but 
touch them on their religion, and they are almost idiots. They never go to 
mass, nor confession, in fact they are not Christians, though the most worthy 
people in the world,—and so droll—imagine those poor people, after working 
all the week, instead of enjoying the Sunday and going to fetes and balls te 
amuse themselves, they meetin each other’s houses, and sometimes in the 
mountains, to read some book, and pray and sing hymos. They are very 
clever work- people, but ey pass their Sundays and holidays stupidly enough. 
This testimony, so honourable to his new acquaintance, was confirmed to M.— 
from several quarters; and he learnt from others, what he had not been told 
by themselves, that besides their honesty and charity, so great is their zeal, 
that they flock from the different hamlets, and meet in the mountains in cold 
and bad weather at 8 or 9 o’clock at night, to avoid the interruption of their 
priestly enemies, and to sing and pray. 

These accounts were not calculated to lessen the interest excited in the 
breast of M. and immediately on his arrival at Lyons, he dispatched six 
copies of the New-Testament and some copies of a tract entitled, «‘ Les Dieuz 
viellards,” written by M. Nolan of Geneva. Shortly after his return to Paris, 
M. received through one of his correspondents of Lyons, a letter from 
the excellent widow with whom he had conversed from the window of the se- 
cond story. The modesty, dignity, and piety of the composition, has induced 
me to subjoin a literal transJation, not only to evince the influence of true re- 
ligion, but to satisfy the reader, that in this narration no exaggerated state- 
ment has been made of the characters of the mountaineers of St. ’ 

_“ Sir, 1 have the honour to write to you, to assure you of my very humble 
respects and at the same time to acknowledge the reception of the six copies 
of the New-Testament, ‘which you had the goodness and the generosity 
to send us. My family, myself, and my neighbours, know not how ade- 
quately to express our sincere gratiude ; for we have nothing in the world so 
precious as that sacred volume, which is the best food of our souls, and our 
certain guide to the heavenly Jerusalem. 

‘* As we believe and are assured that the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ 
could alone have inspired you with the desire to distribute the Sacred Scrip- 
tures to those who are disposed to make a haly use of them, we hope and be- 
lieve that the Divine Saviour will be himself your recompence; and that he 
will give to you, as well as to all of us, the grace to understand, and to seek a 
part in his second coming ; for this ought to be our only and constant desire in 
the times of darkness and tribulation in which we live. 

“It is with this view, Sir, that I entreat you to have the goodness to send 
siX more copies of the sacred volume, for several of my friends, who are de- 
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lighted, not only with the beauty of the type, but especially with the purity of 
the edition ; for it is sufficient to see the name of Monsieur le Maitre de Sacey, 
to be assured that this edition is strictly conformable to the sacred text. Sir, 
as the persons who have charged me to entreat you to send six more copies 
of the New-Testament would be sorry to abuse your genervsity, they also 
charge me to say, that if you accomplish their wishes, as your truly Christian 
kinduess induces them to hope, and will mark the price on the books, they 
shall feel it to be a pleasure and a duty to remit you the amount when | ac- 
knowledge the arrival of the parcel. Could you also add six copies of the 
littie tract, entitled, ‘* Les Deux Viellards ?”’ 

‘«] entreat you, Sir, to excuse the liberty I have taken, and to believe that, 
while life remains, I am, in the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Your very humble servant, 
The Wivow Se 


M hastened to gratify and exceed the wishes expressed in this letter. 
Instead of six copies, twenty copies of the New-Tcstament were now pre- 
sented to the widow and her friends, and a dozen instead of six of the Deux 
Viellards. The parcel was enlarged with copies of the Archives du Chris- 
tianisme, The Report of the Bible Society of Paris, The History of Missions, 
lately published by M. Gaussin, of Sartigoy, the French edition of the Report 
of the London Missionary Society, Dr. Bogue’s Essay on the New-Testament, 
The Young Cottager, of whicl a Preach edition has been pubjished, at the 
expense of a young gentleman at Paris, fie Sermons of Nardin, which I have 
reprinted, The Dairyman’s Daughter, the French translation, pub ished in 
London, my last copy, and also my only remaining copy of Deddrige’s Rise 
and Progress, in French. We wait for the correspondence, to inform us of 
the impression produced by the arrival of such an unexpected supply. Among 
those who may read this account, I hope there may be some who will resolve 
that we shali not want funds to reprint, immediately, a large edition of Dod- 
dridge, of the Dairyman’s Daughter, and other books and tracts, which are 
exceedingly wanted, thaukfully received, and extensively useful. 











RISE AND PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN SAVANNAH. 
Charleston, South-Carolina, September 10, 1821. 
To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BrotHer, 

I take the liberty of sending you a sketch of the rise of Methodism, in 
the city of Savannah, Georgia. 

For many years the visits of Methodist Ministers, were rather irregular, as 
the place was tolerably well supplied by those of other denominations. At 
length, by a number of our friends in the country, we were charged witha 
culpable neglect of the capital of the state, and were given t« understand that 
there were sinners in Savannah who needed rousing by the gospel. In 1807, 
the Rev. Samuel Dunwoody was regularly siationed there: and from that 
time it has been annually supplied with a stationed preacher. The attempt, 
at first, appeared very discouraging ; but as the people became acquainted 
with us, the prospect brightened. In 1812, we commenced preaching io our 
own meeting-house, which Bishop Asbury dedicated, and named Wesiey 
Cuaret. Inthe same year, the stationed minister raised a small society, in- 
cluding Lydia Myers, who had been a member of our church forty years ago 
in Philadelphia, and near thirty years a resident in Savannah: and also, a 
black man and his wife, (Billy and Peggy) who had been taken into society 
about twenty years previous, by the Rev. Hope Hull. These were the first 
members in that place. 

For two years past, the attention of the people became more excited to 
hear the word, and their minds began to yield to the force of truth. At the 
commencement of this year, their hearts were affected by that godly sor- 
row, which produces ‘ repentance to salvation not to’ be repented of.”” The 
house became crowded and overflowing. All hands were ready to enlarge it, 
and in less than three days one thousand dollars were subscribed. The addi- 
tion has since been completed, and the money nearly all paid. The house is 
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w eighty by forty feet, and a gallery on each side and in front. God 
hath Poe Ses Br sivotiaht, and the work is still goingon. Brother Howard has, 
} suppose, given you a more full account of the late work in this place. Nor 
is our church alone benefited by this gracious out-pouring of the Spirit. 
Numbers in other churches bave been stirred up to double their diligence in 
their christian course. Several have been adued to the Baptist church. — 

Here I would remark, that we had to contend with some serious and trying 
difficulties: but in the midst of all, God was with us, and raised up friends. 
And [ would express my gratiiude, a has all along been lying on my 
heart) to our distant friends, in Georgia, Carolinas, Baltimore, the Rev. 
James Smith, sen. of Philadelphia Conference, with several members of the 
General Conference of 1812 in New-York, who liberally aided us in building 
our meeting-house. I express it because I feel it, and because [ am confident 
that we could not have succeeded at that time without such aid. The twemo- 
ry of the late J. Millen, member of the Presbyterian church, in whose house 
our ministers had a home from the beginning to his death, merits a grateful 
acknowledgement. Dr.G. Harrall also, a distinguished member of that 
church, with Mr. E. Stark (since deceased) were active in aiding our build- 
ing. Nor has the late, and much lamented Dr. ii. Kollock, acted other- 
wise than as our real and warm friend. May the good providence of God di- 
rect in the choice of such a successor as shall be a faithful and successful in- 
strument in promoting the spiritual and eternal interest of his afflicted con- 


gregation. Yours in Christian bonds. L. Myers. 
en t+ 
Obituary. 
= 
DEATH OF ERASTUS N. HYDE, 
Eldest son of Erastus and Fanny Hyde, of Bozrah, Connecticut. 


Tue subject of the following me- 
moir from his early years, was an af- 
fectionate, tender, and dutiful child, 
beloved by his acquaintance and 
friends, who were the more fondly at- 
tached to him for his early piety and 
exemplary life. He first became seri- 
ous when he was between the age of 
fourteen and fifteen years. Early in 
the spring of 1819 he left the family 
to reside in New York, where he con- 
tinued until the first December, 1820 
{excepta few weeks visit to his friends 
in 1819.) In the mean time he became 

eatly debilitated with a lingering 

isorder. Though slow in its progress, 
it laid the foundation of a complaint 
which baffled the skill of physicians, 
and terminated in an affection of the 
lungs. His strength gradually failed, 
until nature sunk under the weight of 
disease. What was most worthy of no- 
lice in the course of his sickness, was 
the patience, resignation, and submis- 
sion to the will of God which he mani- 
fested. Not being sensible that na- 
ture was so much exhausted, it was 
his expectation that changes of air and 
employment, on his returo from New- 
York, would soon be the means of his 
restoration te health; but finding it 


otherwise, there was no apparent un- 
easiness or complaint, but a firm trust 
in the’ Providence of God, an humble 
reliance on the merits of Christ for 
pardon and salvatiun, and a full per- 
suasion of the truth and faithfulness of 
God to fulfil his gracious promises— 
These were to him a source of conso- 
lation through all his suffering. The 
word of God was the subject of his 
censtant perusal and meditation, and 
it was with much satisfaction that he 
listened toits truth from others; and es- 

ecially such parts of Baxter’s Saints’ 

est, Kempis’ Imitation of Christ, and 
selections of other religious books 
which were thought suitable to his sit- 
uation. ‘The nature of his complaint 
had a tendency to depress his spirits, 
and at times he seemed to be “in hea- 
viness through manifold temptations ;” 
but as he drew near to the close of 
life, the clouds seemed to disperse, the 
prospects to brighten, and the sun.of 
righteousness arose in his soul with 
healing in his wings. . It being evident 
that his natural life must soon end, it 
was thought proper to apprize him of 
his approaching dissolution. He seem- 
ed sensible of his situation, and not in 
the least intimidated with the near ap- 
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proach of the King of Terrors, fre- 
gueutly conversing on the death of his 
sisters, and their exercises in the last 
stages of life. In reply to an inquiry 
of his evidence of his interest in the 
Saviour, he remarked, that he had 
been an unworthy follower of Christ, 
but thought he could say, ‘‘ though I 
the chief of sinners am, yet Jesus died 
for me.”” Early on Sabbath morning, 
April 8th, | went to him, and saw that 
he was failing. After some free con- 
versation, I asked bimif be thought 
heaven would be his home when he 
left this world : he answered, ‘1 have 
not a doubt of it’ —These words have 
been of comfort to me, ** He that com- 
éth usto me I will in no wise cast out.” 
He wished me to pray with him, that 
his faith might hold out. Not long af- 
ter which, while the family were most- 
Vy collected around him, he observed, 
that he thought we should have a house 
of mourning to-day. On speaking 
these words, it seemed as if the glory 
of the invisible world was unfolded to 
his view, heaven beamed in his coun- 
tenance, aud joys unspeakable filled 
his enraptured soul. I may attempt 
but cannot delineate the partiuog scene 
of this dear child, this heir of glory, 
while he took an affectionate leave 
of his parents, brothers and sisters, 
and weeeping friends around him— 
saying to them, ‘‘ Farewell, | am zo- 
ing home !”-—and embracing them in- 
dividually, Ina peculiar manner, he 


had in remembrance a mother’s tender 
care, for which he could not find lan. 
guage to express his thankfulness, — 
**Qh, said he, how | love my dear 
brothers and sisters. [hope to meet 
them all in heaven.” His strength 
failing, he could no longer express the 
heaven he aiready enjvyed, and the 
anticipation of that everlasting rest 
which he soon expected to be in pos. 
session of. Brother Peter Griffing, 
who has been a local preacher u pean 
of twenty years, and whom a gracious 
providence had directed to visit him 
the evening before, was now present, 
and with whom we joioed in solemn 
prayer. Such a sense of the Divine 
presence, he said, he had never wit- 
nessed oa such au occasion—We could 
but rejoice, even while we wept, from 
a grateful sense of divine mercy and 
love. He said but little more. Af- 
ter lying io an insensible state a few 
hours, without much apparent distress, 
he awoke, and was raised up, and 
took some notice of objects around 
him, and said, ‘‘ Jesus is precious.” 
Soon after, about twelve o’clock, he 
breathed his last without the least 
struggle, leaving an earthly taberna- 
cle fora “ building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal’ in’ the 
heavens,”’ in the nineteenth year of 
his age. ‘* Precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his saints.” 
Erastus Hype. 
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Poetry. 


From the Imperial Magazine. 


EMMAUS,—A Sacrep Ope. 


“ Abide with us, for it is toward evening.” 
Luke xxiv. 29. 


By the Rev. Thomas Raffles. 


ABIDE with us, the evening shades 
Begin already to prevail ; 

And as the ling’ring twilght fades, 
Dark clouds along th’ horizon sail. 


Abide with us—the night is chill ; 
And damp and cheerless is the air: 

Be our companion, Stranger, still, 
And thy repose shall be our care. 


Abide with us—thy converse sweet 
Has weil beguil’d the tedious way ; 
- ‘With such a friend we joy to meet, 
We supplicate thy longer stay. 


Abide with us—for well we know 

Thy skill to cheer the gloomy hour, 
Like balm thy honied accents flow, 

Our wounded spirits feel their pow’r. 


Abide with us—and still unfold 
Thy sacred, thy prophetic lore ; 


What woad’rous things of Jesus told! 
Stranger, we thirst, we pant for more. 


Abide with us—and still converse 
Of him who late on Calvw’ry died ; 

Of him the prophecies rehearse, 
He was our friend they crucified. 


Abide with us—our hearts are cold, 
We thought that Israel he’d restore ; 
But sweet the truths thy lips have told, 
And, Stranger, we complain no more. 


Abide with us—we feel the charm, 
That binds us to our unknown friend : 
Here pass the night secure from harm, 
Here, Stranger, let thy wand’rings end. 


Abide with us—to their request 
The Stranger bows, with smiles divine; 
Then round the board the unknown guest 
And weary travellers recline. 


Abide with us—amaz’d they cry, 
As suddenly, whilst breaking bread, 
Their own lost Jesus meets their eye, 
With radiant glory on his head! 


Abide with us—thou heav’nly Friend,  » 
Leave not thy follwers thus alone: 

The sweet communion here must end,— 
The heav’nly visitantis gone! 








